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Experimental Lakes Area: LOWDPOA Position Statement & Background     
 
Proposed Closing of the Experimental Lakes Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOWDPOA is against the federal government’s decision to terminate funding and to close the 
Experimental Lakes Area as of March 31, 2013.   
 
With the Government of Canada showing no sign of reversing their decision to maintain financial and 
management responsibility of the ELA, LOWDPOA expects the governments of Canada and Ontario to 
negotiate in good faith and to cooperate in making a realistic transitional offer, to alternative operators 
such that there is an increased chance of ELA's future success. Recognizing the limited time available to 
ensure this plan can be put in place by March 31, 2013, the LOWDPOA is also looking to an extension of 
this timeline to accommodate a fair and achievable transition.   
 
LOWDPOA will support the efforts of an appropriate, viable ownership and management structure that 
meets the following criteria: 
 

• That research methodologies and findings remain transparent, broad based and not limited to 
special interests.   

• A broad-based scientific panel is created to approve research projects and manage access to the 
ELA. 

• Data is warehoused and accessible. 
• A strong business and financial plan is in place to ensure long-term success of the research area 
• If appropriate, a board of directors or comparable strategic management structure is in place 

made up of academia, industry, scientists and best case, government representation. 
 
LOWDPOA does not expect to be a partner in the planning, development of such a group, or in the 
negotiations with government.   
 
LOWDPOA does believe it has a responsibility to care for our water, to preserve and protect it. 
Our members are concerned and have clearly supported our efforts to date. They expect us to continue 
working to save the ELA, even if it takes a different form, and to keep them up to date on any progress.  
We also have a responsibility to our communities, and the success of a ‘new’ ELA can positively impact 
northwestern Ontario. 
 
Our role will be to maintain lines of communication as we do today, with potential coalitions who may be 
considering making an offer to government with the goal of taking over the ELA. With that information, 
where possible, we will keep our members informed and ask for their support if required.  We will continue 
to update FOCA, our members and the media where appropriate without jeopardizing relationships or 
limits of confidentiality. 
 
LOWDPOA must continue to pressure government to ensure they are acting in good faith to allow 
transfer of the ELA to a non-governmental organization. This includes ongoing meetings with government 
representatives and other appropriate organizations/individuals. It may also include a call to action to our 
general membership if warranted. 
For more information visit: www.lowdpoa.com  under NEWS 

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans announced, as part of the federal budget bill, that “the 
department will no longer conduct research that requires whole lake or whole ecosystem manipulation 
and as such the research program at the Experimental Lakes Area will be ceased and the facility will 
be closed.” Melanie Carkner, spokeswoman for the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 
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