The following Open Letter was sent by FOCA
to the federal party leaders by email today:
From: Terry Rees
Sent: October-01-15 11:35 AM
To: stephen.harper@parl.gc.ca; Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca; thomas.mulcair@parl.gc.ca; justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca
Cc: 'FOCA Communications'
Subject: An open letter to our federal leaders from FOCA

Questions for our Federal Candidates, 2015
As we approach the October 19th Federal Election, the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’
Associations (FOCA) has some outstanding questions about issues that are important to our
community.
FOCA is a not-for-profit membership organization that represents 50,000 families across rural
Ontario, and since 1963, has spoken out on the important issues that face the Province’s
250,000 waterfront property owners. FOCA’s Mission is to protect thriving and sustainable
waterfronts across Ontario; implicit in our work is the understanding that fiscal and
environmental sustainability are inextricably linked.
We appreciate your responses to the questions below, as an indication of your vision for our
future, and commitment to a strong and prosperous Canada.
The questions:
1.
The Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations has been working on what has been
called “source water protection” since FOCA was founded in the 1960’s.* Specifically, what
commitments will your party make to federal legislation and water research to ensure that water
is adequately protected?
[*for more, visit: http://foca.on.ca/source-water-protection-in-2014/ ]
2.
In recent years, Canadians have experienced first-hand how shifts in climate,
precipitation and extreme weather events can overwhelm our urban and rural infrastructure, and
wreak havoc on our economy. How will your party address the unsustainable shift in
infrastructure costs from the federal government to local governments with small and limited
resources?
[*for more, visit: http://foca.on.ca/climate-change-news/ ]
3.
Ontario borders on 4 of the 5 Great Lakes, and is blessed with over 250,000 inland lakes
that all need our care and protection. Describe your party’s action plan and funding commitment
to meet the targets needed to protect the Great Lakes basin.*
[*for more, visit: http://foca.on.ca/great-lakes-strategy-and-action/ ]

4.
Three years after the signing of the revised Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, there
has been only modest progress on the provisions to deal with chemicals in the Great Lakes
ecosystem which continue to pose a threat to human health and/or the environment.* What is
your party’s plan to achieve virtual elimination and zero discharge of known toxins and
persistent chemicals, and chemicals of potential concern, including pharmaceuticals and
personal care products that could adversely affect the health of Ontario’s aquatic ecosystems?
[*for more, visit: http://foca.on.ca/slow-progress-on-great-lakes-toxins/ ]
5.
Over the past five years, the Federal Government made changes to the Fisheries Act
that reduced protection for fish habitat and created a “permit by rule” approach that puts all our
waters at risk.* Would you work to see the Fisheries Act revitalized and adequately funded to
become a strong regulatory regime for all fish species and their habitats?
[*for more on this topic, visit: http://foca.on.ca/fisheries-act-revisions-overview/ ]
6.
Canada’s first environmental law hit the books in 1882: the Navigable Waters Protection
Act. Now called the Navigation Protection Act, changes to this act created huge inequity in the
way lakes and rivers across Canada are ‘scheduled’ for protection, leaving many vulnerable to
unmanaged development. * Would you reinstate essential protections for our vital waterways,
under a revised Navigable Waters Protection Act?
[*for more, visit: http://foca.on.ca/navigable-waters-protection-act-overview/ ]
The leadership of our great country has a daunting role: to show the world a way forward in an
uncertain time, but is also faced with tremendous opportunity to leverage Canada's place as a
leader with much to offer.
Canada's leaders should proudly declare their commitment, not to fear and despair, but to
positive and progressive action.
Sincerely,
Terry Rees, Executive Director
On behalf of the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA)
#201 – 159 King Street
Peterborough, Ontario K9J 2R8
Phone 705-749-3622
trees@foca.on.ca
Learn more: www.foca.on.ca

