
Transport Canada Marine Safety

Navigable Waters Protection Program



Navigable Waters Protection Program 

(NWPP)
Protect the public right to navigation and the ensure protection 

of the marine environment

ÅNWPA

ÅApproval of any ñworksò on navigable waterways

ÅCo-ordinate marking or removal of obstructions to navigation 

including unauthorized works or other obstructions (vessels)

ÅCanada Shipping Act (2001)

ÅReceiver of Wreck

ÅPrivate Buoy Regulations



Navigable Waters Protection Act
The public right of navigation is a common law right in 

Canada.

If the waters are navigable, the public has the right to 
navigate them.

This right can only be restricted by an Act of Parliament.

The NWPA is one of these Acts.



Purpose of the Navigable Waters 
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Provide for removal of obstacles or hazards to navigation and the prohibition of 

throwing or depositing materials in navigable waters

To ensure a balance between the public right of navigation and the need to build 

works by prohibiting works on navigable waters unless the work, its site and plans 

are approved by the Minister.


