
Call to Action – Let your voice be heard 
at Transport Canada on Excessive Boat Motor Noise! 

Hello Decibel Coalition Members and Supporters, 

Transport Canada has launched their Let’s Talk web portal on boat motor muffler and 
excessive noise: find it here! Now we need your help! Please send in your submission 
by no later than May 13th 2022 when the portal will close. Thankfully, Transport 
Canada has recognized that the existing muffler regulation is too difficult and 
expensive to enforce. The law is rarely enforced anywhere in the country. The current 
regulation is ineffective and creates frustration for both enforcement agencies and 
affected communities alike. This situation has allowed the problem to continue to 
grow unchecked! 

Let’s Talk – What they are asking
Let’s Talk is Transport Canada’s public forum and feedback process for regulatory 
change. The portal includes a summary of the issue and the regulatory options for 
discussion. They are seeking comments from lake associations, marine enforcement 
agencies, industry and academics. 

Transport Canada has laid out five proposed options for addressing the issue of 
excessive boat motor noise or “small vessel noise emissions” as they refer to it. Our 
preferred solution - and the only approach that will truly enable the problem to be 
dealt with - is “Option 5”: introduce performance standards, i.e. decibel limits, for 
manufacturers, importers and vessel operators to follow. This would update the Small 
Vessel Regulations to require manufacturers, importers and operators to ensure their 
vessels don’t exceed defined, objective noise-emission levels. 

With these enhancements in place enforcement agencies will have a low cost, easily 
enforced process for measuring noise levels based on internationally recognized 
standards which will result in quieter waterways for everyone. And the government 
will be viewed as repairing a very poor regulation that has been in place for about 20 
years! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7FonnJCKNRaxSkvKj4J7lji4vGSN_k1E9Nv73AOuY_D2BszhClV3vmTieIQL_htsh6On1T3E_7qFAj0b0c56PQe68d22BZ3n7bTSh-BrcP6N&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==


How Can Your Organization Help?
We need you to submit your comments and support via the Let’s Talk portal 
supporting Option 5.  You will be required to register before answering. To facilitate 
your submission, below is a template response which addresses the question. 

It is IMPORTANT that you tailor the template response to reflect the specific issues 
and sentiments of you/your members. It is better that Transport Canada receive 
unique, independent comments.  There is no need to reference the Decibel 
Coalition. Also, we know there are other issues such as loud stereo on boats (not 
being addressed at this time). Please keep your comments to the issue of “small 
vessel noise emissions” as unnecessary information will distract from our goal of 
decibel limits for motors. 

The consultation is open until May 13, 2022. However, we ask that you submit your 
supportive comments to Transport Canada as soon as possible, ideally before April 15. 

With your organization’s support, we have made tremendous progress on this issue 
over the past 2 years. Now is the moment to show Transport Canada that this issue is 
national, pervasive and getting worse each year. I hope we can count on your support 
and your participation in the Let’s Talk platform 

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions at all. Here is the link 
again to submit your response. Let’s Talk portal 
Best regards, 

 

Notes related to Let’s Talk - Question #5

Question 5: What do you think about introducing performance standards for manufacturers, 
importers and vessel operators to follow? These standards would make sure vessels don’t exceed 
certain decibel limits. 

- Yes to performance standards. This is the only option that can realistically address
excessive boat motor noise levels for both new and existing vessels.

- The standards for manufacturers, importers and vessel operators should include
clear, objective, internationally recognized decibel limits (e.g., consistent with the
USA and the EU) and should outline efficient and effective enforcement procedures.

- Compliance costs for manufacturers and importers would be minimal.
- Enforcement costs would be low – much lower than under the current regulations.

Rob Bosomworth 
Chair, the Decibel Coalition 
Director, Safe Quiet Lakes 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7FonnJCKNRaxSkvKj4J7lji4vGSN_k1E9Nv73AOuY_D2BszhClV3vmTieIQL_htsh6On1T3E_7qFAj0b0c56PQe68d22BZ3n7bTSh-BrcP6N&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7FonnJCKNRaxSkvKj4J7lji4vGSN_k1E9Nv73AOuY_D2BszhClV3vmTieIQL_htsh6On1T3E_7qFAj0b0c56PQe68d22BZ3n7bTSh-BrcP6N&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==


Decibel Coalition Members…

WASA 
WASA & AREA S

  
 

AFETY ADVOCATES 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7NWN_zyagDRqAIEyxRKykQ4gSK2VEf3OpPNOp3YQErt2QrV9ZnlQXDJlftBNbwQk5O03joHOBhE2U-XfV3Gi6kIcjcahDmPaWYb48N3xlvLgJp73lkXQEuk=&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7PoEtUewrJInUkKEVdnzsKg6sl5-ufx-hmjEbMrBXlHQga0O7FXN8l4uVYvbHGBl_wLE2sU_CAOZTjvqYGZ71Ecdi4FUv-aUDO2zMjFrqSEBmRJqoEzJtViZm1YOKPh4LkJ8zA_a702x&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7NWN_zyagDRq6pbR09BqZ3CXKzEcATtKXr1kE1DE1JpCt4V0P1kQRd_3SUwhxJPBNWXKP4N1cj-LlGqWEPF3JZ0b8o28ra-bQQ==&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7P9vXl_1YTbkhnNntFumdWq31mvDscvehyZX_gE_eHuVrjxewumARUTnC2DjINj76Euqdcr1vtxWXvzKRCniBWY=&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7NWN_zyagDRqq91BLTC97iiNMgG1K9_979927gPaJbOw_OWqsau_ky4_7y71QYIvrAjA8EImfydzM-iVfAaMplH0xmvbE2N79A==&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7PoEtUewrJIn03JFQ-AhK-vq9Bq4yFAyTAwvg-bJHi0l0_sVl6F3hHVKnr1oL11jK9XhBeUSg2h8ZzyIx5jQixW1AQCqOjZF-w==&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7NWN_zyagDRqO3kgkOqFRzikD30S6MG_gBZgrU-UyZipA_zyAaeUtwYJqZxpP_HyjLRYdBS-2JbYMG-ATHeqFt9szOQDqz-Yp4g1rlke4TRK&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7NWN_zyagDRqdfzfUC5OQy8LzXTI1UapZQOy-PR_pWw2pBnZobY8jnwO5RrNin4eb5-qqzwWT6XPP3hoxj01cr0=&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7LbgV_4_N1g4bv5A2RWpI6XJWX1NLRLgj4LZ4P-Uutjtp4tp2-A8jgk5FaVPu8V5BIK36XrHphGkWp-5mWHAMEHcszDps_EilQ==&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7P9vXl_1YTbk5mGcnZW2xUgOXCuVNMgAw1jg9XFcdT3UhWRMWjgsW3GfcdLWsJVfFX6M3JQxh98DcRIYqaAin7epLsrbL6z_ew==&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7P9vXl_1YTbkPDuZYbdwmvhjFpQO89khGtps2Enviv7bIZ632g-Zypg4HoPl6WzEv0k6eoyDAAMJ4ePvsfsCswk=&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7NWN_zyagDRqVxGd2q2BxRsLES2KkzRKCG5QLZ4DhbmxSvcl3E3TM-pmNEfdSf0hvN9ehsI7KAgCZei19401_2z66SHvEX53OA==&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DM6pEO7JCaHIC4hkPka5XoLH8oUUPF2gc9QEOJVVA0JHVlkX_0la7PoEtUewrJIn9XTAJRNiOUQ_Cw4f_TTwIDLOlvX83EBY-lft4jqsC61umZ6U8qvPFKldL_ICq2xtjoAjX0-TfHEWK_l7rWaUcwQo2kuC6R4i&c=5SE4zAJwW4B1cw1vc-4IjUf-b_3-piQF86jMv5gG69MqV0uU_f7v9w==&ch=XKjpn9CecjwzDuvfqUS3E0KsYVznuefiYGRXN7GPoAuHJLv99a9Svg==
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