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December 6, 2016

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

Langevin Block

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A2 Transmission: Original by email
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:

Re: In support of a comprehensive ban on asbestos in Canada - Proposal to

establish an Expert Panel to review Asbestos Management Regime in Canada

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, submit the following letter urging you
to establish an expert panel to assess the adequacy of asbestos management and

address any challenges to phasing out asbestos in Canada.

Over the past few months you have received numerous letters from Canadians calling
on the Canadian government to implement a comprehensive asbestos ban. We have
seen the devastating and growing trend of people dying from asbestos related diseases
such as mesothelioma and various cancers. The loss of human life resulting from
asbestos exposure will not stop unless strong regulatory steps are taken to prevent

exposure to asbestos.

The letters from the public have called for a comprehensive ban on asbestos. To make
progress towards a ban on asbestos, the government can take key regulatory steps
immediately. The Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA) submitted a letter to
you dated April 7™, 2016 in which we noted that regulatory measures under the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) can be taken to prohibit the use of
asbestos in products. In addition, amendments should be made to Canada’s National
Pollutant Release Inventory to require all facilities to report on their asbestos releases
and transfers. The government should also enact Bill 292, which was introduced as a

Private Members bill to amend the Canada Labour Code. The Bill proposes to establish



an occupational disease and accident registry for Canada, including workers exposed to
asbestos. These immediate measures would halt asbestos use in products and enhance
knowledge about the amount of asbestos being released or transferred by facilities

across Canada.

A roadmap of the remaining elements to achieve a ban on asbestos is also needed,
particularly since the provincial governments have authority over aspects such as

protection of workers from asbestos, and management of waste containing asbestos.

We are also recommending the government establish an expert panel to assess the
adequacy of asbestos management and address any challenges to phasing out

asbestos in Canada.

Rationale for Expert Panel on Asbestos

We acknowledge that establishing an expert panel specific to asbestos does not follow
the normal practice of regulating toxic substances in Canada. In fact, current regulatory
tools to achieve a prohibition on toxic chemicals exist in the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act (CEPA) and the Canada’s Consumer Products Safety Act. Consequently,
we would not normally call for the establishment of an expert panel to phase out a toxic
substance. However, we believe that for asbestos, an expert panel is warranted because
of the complexity of issues which must be taken into consideration to achieve a

comprehensive ban. These include:

a) Health evidence on asbestos exposure is on the rise — Asbestos related diseases
result from the long latency period between exposure and the onset of disease, and
can occur after as much as 40 years after exposure. In the past, mining and
processing of asbestos, the manufacturing of products and building with asbestos,
were the main source of asbestos exposure. Today, coming in contact with asbestos
from asbestos containing materials (ACM) is the main source of exposure to
asbestos.

b) Asbestos related diseases in Canada are increasing. According to Statistics Canada,

the number of new cases of mesothelioma, a rare form of cancer caused by
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exposure to asbestos in the workplace, increased from 335 cases in 2000 to 580
cases in 2013. Some other asbestos-induced diseases include lung cancers and
asbestosis (with estimates of at least 1900 new cases annually).

Evidence of harm to workers and public health - According to CAREX Canada, a
national carcinogen surveillance program, approximately 152,000 Canadians are
exposed to asbestos in the workplace. Workers involved in renovations (carpenters
and cabinetmakers) represent the largest group of workers exposed followed by
workers in construction sector. Workers in all sectors are exposed to asbestos
through the breakdown of fibres due to aging or compromised ACM in the buildings
they work on — particularly but not exclusively hospitals, schools, libraries, military
and government buildings. Family members and members of the public may also be
exposed to asbestos through bystander exposure.

Inadequate regulatory measures to control asbestos — CEPA’s Asbestos Mines and
Mills Release Regulations (SOR/90-341) and the Canada Consumer Products Safety
Act’s Asbestos Products Regulations (SOR/2007-260) are two regulations that aim to
manage asbestos releases in industrial settings and specific consumer products in
Canada. In addition, provinces and territories in Canada have regulations setting
asbestos exposure limits for workers and environmental protection (waste
management). However, the current regulatory regime in Canada has not undergone
comprehensive review to determine the level of efficacy or identify potential gaps in
the approach to manage exposure and address the phase out of asbestos.

On-going manufacture, import and use of asbestos in products - Despite the growing
evidence of harm associated with asbestos exposure, and despite the growing
number of countries who have recognized this danger?, Canada continues to
manufacture and import products that contain asbestos. In 2014, Canada imported a
number of goods containing asbestos including friction materials, tubes and pipes,
corrugated sheets and panels, paper, millboard, and clothing. Statistics Canada
estimated that approximately $2.6 million of brake pads containing asbestos entered

Canada in 2011.

1 CAREX Canada. http://www.carexcanada.ca/en/asbestos/occupational_estimate/
2 See: http://www.ibasecretariat.org/chron_ban_list.php



f) Limitations for Surveillance and Monitoring: Enhancing Right to Know - Over the
years, many groups and individuals, including workers, have expressed support for
increased transparency and access to information on asbestos. These include the
creation of a federal building registry that would provide information about presence
and use of asbestos in federal government buildings, a victims’ registry to account
for people exposed to asbestos, and improvements to reporting releases and
transfer of asbestos under Canada’s National Pollutant Release Inventory. However,
advancement in these areas has been limited. Improved data collection on asbestos
is, thus, essential to inform the policy and legislative reform to manage asbestos in
Canada and to provide important information to people afflicted with asbestos related

diseases.

The experience of Australia in establishing an Asbestos Management Review Process
provides a good model for Canada for undertaking a review of the regulatory regime for
asbestos management. Australia was experiencing a growing number of deaths
associated to asbhestos related diseases such as mesothelioma. In response, Australia
initiated a review of the efficacy of the asbestos management regime in October 2010
with an aim ‘...to make recommendations for the development of a national strategic plan
to improve asbestos awareness and management’.® Australia’s review process resulted
in the establishment of the Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency Act 2013 (the ASEA
Act) and the creation of a National Strategic Plan for Asbestos Management and
Awareness. These measures established the necessary framework for reducing

asbestos exposure in the environment and to human health in Australia.

History with Expert Panels on Asbestos in Canada

The establishment of a review panel to assess the efficacy of control measures for
asbestos will advance the effort to protect workers and the public from asbestos

exposure and facilitate discussions on environmental management.

There have been two expert panels on asbestos established in Canada.

8 Australian Government. 2012. Asbestos Management Review - June 2012.



The Royal Society of Canada established an expert panel on Asbestos Risk based on a
request by Health Canada in 1996. The Royal Society Expert Panel was tasked with
reviewing a report from France titled: Effets sur la santé des principaux types
d'exposition a I'amiante (“Effects on Health of the Main Types of Exposure to Asbestos"),
prepared by the Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale (INSERM) in
June 1996. The Expert Panel review focused on a single question: Is the
characterization of risks associated with exposure to asbestos in the above-mentioned
report scientifically sound (i.e., supported adequately by available data)? The Expert
Panel report “A Review of the INSERM Report on the Health Effects of Exposure to

Asbestos” was released in November 1996. 4

In 2007, Health Canada established the Chrysotile Asbestos Expert Panel. The
Chrysotile Asbestos Expert Panel completed its report, titled “Chrysotile Asbestos
Consensus Statement and Summary” in 2008 following meetings held in Montreal,
Quebec between November 13-14, 2007.°

Neither of these Expert Panels focused on the efficacy of the regulatory controls in
place, nor did the reports result in any significant regulatory changes to asbestos
management in Canada. The findings by both expert panels on asbestos, however,
confirmed the harm to human health associated with asbestos exposure, particularly in

occupational settings.

Consequently, we submit that an expert review panel to evaluate the efficacy of the
current management of asbestos and to provide recommendations on how to achieve a

comprehensive ban is necessary.

4 Royal Society of Canada. Expert Panel on Asbestos Risk. 1996. A Review of the INSERM
Report on the Health Effects of Exposure to Asbestos. Accessed at
http://www.rsc.ca/sites/default/files/pdf/publication_asbestos_en.pdf

5 Chrysotile Asbestos Expert Panel. 2008. Chrysotile Asbestos Consensus Statement and
Summary, prepared for Health Canada. Accessed at http://www.preventcancernow.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2009/04/asbestosreport-en.pdf.



Terms of Reference for the Proposed Panel

We submit the following issues should be considered in the terms of reference for an

expert panel:

i) Scope/Mandate and timeframe

1)) Key principles to guide the review process
iii) Composition of Panel members

iv) Incorporation of public engagement

V) Report and Recommendation

We would be pleased to provide additional comments and recommendations on these

items in the coming weeks in support of initiating a review process in Canada.

We hope your government will give serious consideration to our proposal. We look

forward to your feedback.
If you wish to discuss any aspect of this proposal, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours truly,

O

David Robinson, Executive Director

Canadian Association of University Teachers
Email: Robinson@caut.ca

Phone: (613)820-2270
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Theresa McClenaghan, Executive Director
Canadian Environmental Law Association
Email: theresa@cela.ca

Phone: (416)960-2284



Kim Perrotta, MHSc, Executive Director

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE)

Email: Kim@-cape.ca
Telephone: (416)306-2273
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Linda Reinstein, President and Co-Founder

Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization (ADAQO)
Email: Linda@adao.us

Telephone: (310)251-7477
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Ann Hawkins, President

Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association (OECTA)
Email: a.hawkins@oecta.on.ca

Telephone: (416)925-2493

Mike Palecek, President
Canadian Union of Postal Workers

Email: mpalecek@cupw-sttp.org
Telephone: (613)236-8259

e ——

Maryth Yachnin, Staff Lawyer
IAVGO Community Legal Clinic
Email: m_yachnin@lao.on.ca
Telephone: (416)924 6477

Tim Gray, Executive Director
Environmental Defence

Email: tgray@environmentaldefence.ca
Telephone: (416)323-9521 ext. 288

10
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Laurie Kazan-Allen, Coordinator
International Ban Asbestos Secretariat
Email: lka@btinternet.com

Judi Poulson, Chair

Fairmont, Minnesota Peace Group
Email: judpeace@gmail.com
Telephone: (507)235-5288

(e i
Fred Clare, International Vice President Canada (East) Conference
International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied Workers

Email: clare268@sympatico.ca
Telephone: (905)978-1966

7"

Jerry Dias, National President
Unifor

Email: jerry.dias@unifor.org
Telephone: (416)495-6555

William Hicks, Chairperson
Unifor Retired Workers Local 456
Email: williedh@sympatico.ca
Telephone: (519)332-7882

_tandia piselie i‘

Sandra Madray, Research & Education
Chemical Sensitivities Manitoba
Email: madray@mts.net

Telephone: (204)256 9390

Pat Lupo, OSB, Environmental Education and Advocacy
Benedictine Sisters of Erie PA

Email: plupo@neighborhoodarthouse.org

Telephone: (814)490-3108
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John McKinnon, Executive Director

Injured Workers’ Consultants Community Legal Clinic
Email: mckinnoj@lao.on.ca

Telephone: (416)461-2411

Rosemary Neaves, Chair

Crooked Creek Conservancy Society of Athabasca
Email: reneaves@telus.net

Telephone: (780)675-9197
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Anne Rochon Ford, Co-Director

National Network on Environments and Women's Health
Email: annerf@yorku.ca

Telephone: (416)712-9459

Heidi von Palleske, Co-Founder
Canadian Voices of Asbestos Victims
Email: hvonpoetess@gmail.com
Telephone: (647)529-0937

Nancy Carswell

Prince Albert Chapter of The Council of Canadians
Email: nancy.carswell@gmail.com

Telephone: (306)747-3769

%Z.

Terry Rees, Executive Director

Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA)
Email: trees@foca.on.ca

Telephone: (705)749-3622

M1 Jn

Meg Sears PhD, Chair

Prevent Cancer Now

Email: Meg@PreventCancerNow.ca

Telephone: (613)832-2806/ (613)297-6042(cellular)



Douglas Gook, Chairperson for FORPA
FORPA Forest Protection Allies
Email: gookmirth60@gmail.com
Telephone: (250)747-3363
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Mary Potter, President

Provincial Council of Women of Ontario
Email: jmpotter068@gmail.com
Telephone: (905)892-2566

Elaine Hughes, Chair

Quill Plains (Wynyard) Chapter, Council of Canadians
Email: tybach@sasktel.net

Telephone: (306)323-4901

Abdul Pirani, Chair

Montreal Chapter, Council of Canadians
Email: apirani.coc.montreal@gmail.com
Telephone: (450)371-2529

e

Olga Speranskaya, CoChair
IPEN

Email: olga@ipen.org
Telephone: (613)252-9839

Steve Mantis, Treasurer

Thunder Bay & District Injured Workers Support Group
Email:smantis@tbaytel.net

Telephone: (807)767-9633

Anthony Santavenere, Vice-President
Teamsters Local Union No. 213
Email: tony@teamsters213.org
Telephone: (604)876-5213

13
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Beatrice Olivastri,:Chief Executive Office
Friends of the Earth Canada

Email: beatrice@foecanada.org
Telephone: (613)241 0085

Gordon W Dalzell

Saint John Citizens Coalition for Clean Air
Saint John, NB

Email: dalmar@nbnet.nb.ca

Telephone: (506)696-3510

Dune Ao~

Irene Lanzinger, President
BC Federation of Labour
Email: llazinger@bcfed.ca
Telephone: (604)430-1421

“Dulgg

Daniel Cayley-Daoust, Energy and Climate Campaigner
The Council of Canadians (National Office — Ottawa, ON)
Email: ddaoust@canadians.org

Telephone: (613)233-2773 ext. 240

e

Stephanie Smith, President

BCGEU - B.C. Government and Service Employees' Union
Email: President@bcgeu.ca

Telephone: (800)663-1674

g e
7

Mitch Davies, President
IATSE Local 891

Email: mitchd@iatse.com
Telephone: (604)664-8911

14
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Peter Hayman, Business Agent

The International Cinematographers Guild, IATSE, Local 669
Email: hayman@ia669.com

Telephone: (778)330-1669

Karen Robinson, President and CEO

CASLE (Canadians for A Safe Learning Environment)
Email: info@casle.ca

Telephone: (902)452-3002

Dr. Wael Al-Delaimy, Chair

International Joint Policy Committee of the Societies of the Epidemiology
(WPC-SE)

Email: waldelaimy@ucsd.edu

Telephone: (858)822-6515

7 \ T~

Bob Jackson, Regional Executive Vice-President
Public Service Alliance of Canada BC Region
Email: JacksoB@psac-afpc.com

Telephone: (604)430-0191

Brian Cochrane, Business Manager

International Union of Operating Engineers Local 115
Email: iuvoe@iuoell5.ca

Telephone: (604)291-8831

Jamie Kneen, Co-Manager
MiningWatch Canada

Email: jamie@miningwatch.ca
Telephone: (613)569-3439

Sandra Kinart, Chair

Victims of Chemical Valley for Asbestos & Occupational Diseases
Email: sandrakinart@hotmail.com

Telephone: (519)491-8141

15
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Peter Wood, Environmental Rights Campaign Manager
David Suzuki Foundation

Email: pwood@davidsuzuki.org

Telephone: (604)732-4228

K opfhleen EUX%
Kathleen Ruff
RightOnCanada

Email: kruff@bulkley.net
Telephone: (613)565-9449

Patricia Reilly, Co-Chair

Law Union of Ontario

Email: patriciareilly01@gmail.com
Telephone: (416)927-9662

‘/Z/@-:i} oAl

Heather Marshall, Campaigns Director
Toronto Environmental Alliance
Email: heather@torontoenvironment.org
Telephone: (416)596-0660

15

Paul Elliott, President

Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation
Email: Paul.Elliott@osstf.ca

Telephone: (416)751-8300

Sheila Cole, Senior Policy Advisor
Nova Scotia Environmental Network
Email: Sheilacole108@yahoo.ca
Telephone: (902)444-4291

Michael Roche, Chief Executive Officer
Occupational Health Clinics for Ontario Workers
Email: mroche@ohcow.on.ca

Telephone: (416)510-8713 ext. 2112

16
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Sarah Miller, Co-Chair

Environmental and Occupational Working Group
Toronto Cancer Prevention Coalition

Email: reachsandbarsarah@gmail.com

Telephone: (416)203-0821

Larry Stoffman, Director

Occupational Health& Safety; CLC /ITUC Representative ISO OSH Management
Technical Committee; CLC Representative Health Canada WHMIS Current Issues
Committee

UFCW 1518 British Columbia

Email: larrystoffman@gmail.com

Telephone: (604)250 3713
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Adam Van Steinburg, Business Manager and Financial Secretary
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 213
Email: avansteinburg@ibew213.0rg

Telephone: (604)571-6512

—
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Tom Sigurdson, Executive Director

BC Building Trades
Email: beytbctc@bcbuildingtrades.org

ﬂ AL

Patrick Dillon, Business Manager and Secretary Treasurer
Provincial Building & Construction Trades Council of Ontario
Email: patrick@ontariobuildingtrades.com

Telephone: (416)679-8887



Manuel Alvernaz, Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
“Construction & Specialized Workers” Union Local 1611

Email: malvernaz@cswul61l.org
Telephone: (604)541-1611

N

Doris Grinspun, RN, MSN, PhD, LLD(hon), O.ONT.
Chief Executive Officer

Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario
Email: dgrinspun@rnao.org

Telephone: (416)599-1925
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Julie Hwang, Executive Director

Women's Healthy Environments Network
Email: office@womenshealthyenvironments.ca
Telephone: (416)928-0880

Gt

Sam Hammond, President

Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario
Email: shammond@etfo.org

Telephone: (416)962-3836

M Yo

Mark Hancock, National President
Canadian Union of Public Employees
Email: mhancock@cupe.ca

Telephone: (613)237-1590
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Heather Smith, President

Canadian Teachers' Federation / Fédération canadienne des enseighantes et des
enseignants

Email: hsmith@ctf-fce.ca / slane @ctf-fce.ca (Executive assistant)

Telephone: (613)688-4300

Karen Monnon Dempsey

Karen Monnon Dempsey, President

National Council of Women of Canada (NCWC)
Email: pres@ncwcanada.com

Telephone: (902)422-8485

~Aelary

Mieke Koehoorn, Co-Director, Partnership for Work, Health and Safety and Professor
School of Population and Public Health, University of BC

Partnership for Work, Health and Safety

Email: mieke.koehoorn@ubc.ca

Telephone: (604)822-5756
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John Jackson

Citizens’ Network on Waste Management
Email: jjackson@web.ca

Telephone: (519)744-7503

Elizabeth Hutchinson, President CPFQ-PCWQ

Conseil provincial des femmes du Québec-Provincial Council if Women of Quebec
(CFPQ-PCWQ)

Email: ealasaid@rougenet.qc.ca

Telephone: (819)687-8219

Bob Blakely, Canadian Operating Officer
Canada's Building Trades Unions

Email: rblakely@buildingtrades.ca
Telephone: (613)236-0653
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Dr. Eudice Goldberg, Chair, Board of Directors
Canadian Mesothelioma Foundation

Email: info@cmfonline.org
Telephone: (416)417-5544

L XA T

MaryAnne Laurico, Coordinator

20

Eastern Ontario — Kingston and District Labour Council Health and Safety School

Email: KDLCeducation@gmail.com
Telephone: (613)328-1659

Josh Towsley, President

Vancouver, New Westminster and District Building and Construction Trades

Council
Email: jtowsley@iuoell5.ca
Telephone: (604)473-5215

INDIVIDUALS

Denis Bégin, chemist, M.Sc.
Research Officer

Department of Environmental and Occupational Health
School of Public Health, Université de Montréal

Montreal, QC
Email: denis.begin@umontreal.ca
Telephone: (514)343-2170

Alissa Boardley

Ottawa, ON

Email: alissa_boardley@yahoo.ca
Telephone: (613)860-1982

(Mayor) Mike Bradley

Sarnia, ON

Email: mayor@sarnia.ca
Telephone: (519)332-0330 ext. 3308

Anne Bradstreet
Burlington, ON
Email: Annebargain@gmail.com



James Brophy, PhD
Emeryville, Ontario

Email: jimbrophy@yahoo.com
Telephone: (519)735-2944

Margaret Buist
Sarnia, ON
Telephone: (519)337-7712

Dr. John R. Calvert, Associate Professor

Faculty of Health Sciences,

Simon Fraser University

Burnaby, BC

Email: jrc@sfu.ca

Telephone: (778)782-8163(office); (604)255-6601(home)

Linda Capelo

Ancaster, ON

Email: lindacapelo@gmail.com
Telephone: (905)537-4661

Stacy Cattran, daughter of mesothelioma victim
Guelph, ON

Email: scattran@gmail.com

Telephone: (519)341-3642

Ed Chessor, P.Eng.
Vancouver, BC

Email: echessor@mail.ubc.ca
Telephone: (604)813-9707

Melissa Coenraad
Ottawa, ON
Email: melissacoenraad@gmail.com

Paul A. Demers, Director

Occupational Cancer Research Centre
Toronto, ON

Email: Paul.demers@cancercare.on.ca
Telephone: (416)217-1274

Mary Dottori
Sarnia, ON
Telephone: (519)332-1791

Rosanna Ferrer, RN, B.Sc.N; MSN
Port Moody, BC
Email:rosanna-f@shaw.ca
Telephone: (604)492-3363
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Martha Fracalanza
Sarnia, ON
Telephone: (519)542-5278

Michael Gilbertson PhD
Ontario
Email: michael.gilbertson23@gmail.com

Mark S. Goldberg, PhD

Professor, Department of Medicine, McGill University

Medical Scientist, McGill University Health Centre-Research Institute
Montreal, QC

Email: mark.goldberg@mcgill.ca

Telephone: (514)934-1934 ext. 36917

Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg MES, PhD

University Environmental and Ecosystem Health Educator

Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto (OISE/UT)
Toronto, ON

Email: dorothy.goldinrosenberg@utoronto.ca

Renee Guay

St. Catharines, ON

Email: Renee.guay@gmail.com
Telephone: (905)347-3050

Drew Haughton
Ottawa, ON
Email: drewhaughtonl@aol.com

Phyllis Hessian
Ottawa, ON
Email: Phyllishessian@gmail.com

Tasha Hong

Calgary, AB

Email: Tashalhong@gmail.com
Telephone: (587)433-8038

Darlene Jalbert
Cornwall, ON
Email: Djalbert@usw.ca

Margaret Keith, PhD
Emeryville, Ontario

Email: margkeith@yahoo.com
Telephone: (519)735-2944
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Michaela Keyserlingk

Ottawa, ON

Email: michaelakeyserlingk@gmail.com
Telephone: (613)789-5946

Harold Kinart
Sarnia, ON
Telephone: (519)541-7234

Karen Kinart
Sarnia, ON
Telephone: (519)312-5518

Shane Kinart
Sarnia, ON
Telephone: (519)466-1184

Siegfried Kleinau

Binbrook, ON

Email: ziggyk38@gmail.com
Telephone: (286)286-0145

Bruce P. Lanphear, MD, MPH
Professor, Faculty of Health Sciences
Simon Fraser University

Burnaby, BC

Email: blanphear@sfu.ca

Telephone: (778)387-3939

Denis Lapointe

Ottawa, ON

Email: denislapointe@bell.net
Telephone: (613)746-3109

Dr. Lynn Marshall

Oakville, ON

Email: lynn.marshall@utoronto.ca
Telephone: (905)845-3462

Kristine Mattson
Wolfe Island, ON
Email: KMattson@gmail.com

Gibb McKay
Ottawa, ON
Email: Gibb.McKay@ocdsb.ca

Carol McLaughlin
Sarnia, ON
Telephone: (519)332-1380
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Jill McNall

Toronto, ON

Email: twojay@rogers.com
Telephone: (647)293-3331

Karen Messing, Ph.D.

Professeure émérite

Département des sciences biologiques
Université du Québec a Montréal
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