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Introduction
Protecting our own ‘slice of paradise’ here on __________ Lake is an everyday, automatic act of passion for each of us as property owners. As a community and neighbourhood, we are engaged together in maintaining our pristine water quality and respecting the environment around us so that we may all continue to enjoy our time spent here with family and friends. And, just as importantly, we all understand our obligation to future generations to maintain the good health of our natural surroundings, ensuring they may also enjoy this very special place for many years to come.   
This Guide is designed to provide you, your family members and guests with important information relative to cottage life on ________ Lake.  You now have at your fingertips an easy reference guide with basic information regarding our local lifestyle.  Within this guide you will find current information on local emergency procedures, our water quality practices, shoreline preservation considerations, boating and fishing regulation overviews, household waste management protocols, information regarding ____[the local Township/Municipality]_____ and the activities of your Lake Association. 

Your Lake Association Board of Directors has made these materials available with the assistance of the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA), the provincial organization that represents waterfront property owners.  

We hope that this Guide will become, not only an easy reference guide in every cottage, but also a resource for additional educational reading, all with explicit relativity to our Lake. 

Obviously, with time, certain facts within this literature will change. Please stay connected with the Lake Association, and ensure we have your updated mail and email address, to keep you informed as new information becomes available. This is a ‘living’ reference book and we hope you will keep it accessible in your cottage for easy use by you, your family and your guests! 

Disclaimer
While the volunteers of the Association have attempted to obtain the most current information and resources available, the Association must declare that it makes no representations or warranties about the accuracy, reliability, completeness or timeliness of the contents, or about any results to be obtained from using the content of this guide.
Acknowledgements 
This document has been made available to all FOCA member Associations through the generosity of the Crane Lake Association, a FOCA-member Association who published the original version in 2017 as: “Preserving Paradise: A Guide to Life on Crane Lake.”

Welcome Messages
A warm welcome from the ______ Lake Association President – __________________

[these are sample words and have been greyed-out to remind you to add a personal welcome:]
As the current President of your Association, it is a great pleasure to introduce you to our Guide to Life on the Lake! 
We sincerely hope you will find it not only an excellent resource, but also a very interesting history of our Lake community that includes stories from decades of generations past.  Our own family came to the lake in _______ and were drawn to the area because __________. 
And now, years later, our growing family continues to love their ‘home away from home’ on the Lake with the same passion.  While the world dances around us at a speed that is sometimes incomprehensible, and change is the order of the day, it is always wonderful to know that we have the chance to escape from the ‘noise’ and return to the consistent beauty, the peaceful evenings, the call of the loon, and that ‘slice of paradise’ that is __________ Lake. 

A warm welcome from your Township/Municipal Councillor– __________________
[find your Township/Municipality contacts, here: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page1591.aspx] 

Welcome. My name is _________ and I am currently your Councillor /Mayor/Reeve for _________Township. 
My role is to __________________. My family and I have been part of this community since ____. 
I applaud the work of your local Lake Association, to help preserve the lake and its surrounds for future generations. As stewards of the lake, it is our responsibility to learn the do’s and don’ts to ensure we are not negatively affecting the environment and especially water quality. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. My email address is ______________ and my office/cottage phone is ___________.
About the ______ Lake Association
[these are sample words and have been greyed-out to remind you to add local information:]

Purpose
The purpose of the Association is:
· To promote the conservation of the land, water, fish and wildlife of ______ Lake
· To encourage water and fire safety
· To represent members in matters of mutual interest pertaining to their lands on ________ Lake
· To encourage and organize social and recreational activities among its members.

While the Association participates in many projects, the fun part is, of course, the social and recreational activities where members and their guests enjoy time together and the Association offers the following opportunities annually.  We encourage you to join us!! 

Calendar of Community Events
July (typically 2nd Saturday) at 10:00a.m. Annual General Meeting
August (typically Saturday of the Long Weekend) – Annual Regatta
Board of Directors 

[refer to your lake bylaws for this type of information]

The Board of Directors is elected at the Annual General Meeting by the members for a _____ year term. Any member in good standing is eligible for nomination to serve on the Board of Directors. The Board Executive is determined by internal vote by the newly confirmed Board. Each board term begins and ends upon conclusion of the Annual General Meeting. For information on becoming a member of the Board of Directors or any other element of the _____ Lake Association, please contact us by email at ___________________.
For a list of the current directors, visit our website at _____________________.
Articles of Association & Bylaws
______ Lake Association was registered as a not-for-profit organization in ____[year]_____. The most recent version of the Bylaws was approved by the Membership at the Annual General Meeting on ____[date]___. The Bylaws contain the basic information and backbone structure of our organization.  

A copy of the Bylaws is attached as APPENDIX C, or may be viewed on our website at: _______________
Lake Association Membership

If you are not currently a member of the ______ Lake Association, we encourage you to seriously consider joining!  The Association holds an informative Annual General Meeting in ____[month]____ and we look forward to meeting you there.
Please Join Us!  A Membership application is enclosed.
As a cottager, the _______ Lake Association provides you with a voice in the long-term health and wellbeing of the Lake, but like any association our strength is in our numbers which is why we invite you to join us. You can learn more about our organization and how to join it on our website at: _______________________. 
As a member of the _______Lake Association, you are also a member of FOCA, the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations. FOCA represents 50,000 families across Ontario, and is the voice of the waterfront. Find out about all the current offers and benefits of being a FOCA member, here: https://foca.on.ca/member-services/benefits/. 
The _______ Lake Association is a non-profit organization founded in _____[year]____ and has been operated by enthusiastic local cottage owners who volunteer their personal time to actively maintain the objectives of the organization. With the support of its membership, the Association:
[customize for your Association objectives]

· Participates in volunteer water monitoring under the Lake Partner Program to understand, educate and promote water quality to all members 
· Works closely with our local government representatives to ensure the interests of our members are considered in developing public policy
· Organizes annual regattas providing opportunities for young and old alike to demonstrate their water sport skills while socializing
· Publishes a newsletter to encourage communication and community engagement
· Created a Lake Plan in ____[year]___ to provide the Association, its’ membership and local and provincial governments with reference material as to the intentions and wishes of the community. Lake Plans are living documents that are increasingly important in areas where cottagers face development or environmental concerns. The Lake Plan was designed from surveys and workshops involving our members and lake neighbours.
· See Appendix D for a copy of the Lake Plan [or who to ask for a copy]
________ Lake Association 
Membership Application

___________ LAKE ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES:

· To promote the conservation of the land, water, fish and wildlife of _______ Lake

· To encourage water and fire safety among its members

· To represent its members in matters of mutual interest pertaining to their lands on __________ Lake and to encourage and organize social and recreational activities among its members.
Your Contact Information

	Property Owner(s): 



	Mailing Address:

 

	Cottage Address:



	Home Phone: 
	Cottage Phone:

	Email (1): 


	Email (2): 


Contact Preferences 
	I would like: 
☐ To receive the Lake Association newsletter by mail and email
☐ To receive the Lake Association newsletter by email only
☐ To receive the Lake Association newsletter by mail only

☐ To receive FOCA “Elerts” (monthly e-news) with cottage country updates 



Important Dates

Annual General Meeting: 

Early July 



Annual Regatta: 


Saturday of Civic Holiday Weekend

Sailing Regatta: 


Sunday of Civic Holiday Weekend

Annual dues for the _______ Lake Association are currently $_____ 
and can be paid by cheque by mail or ___[alternate payment method]___.

Please return this completed application to _____[email]_______. 
You are part of FOCA
As a member of the _____________ Lake Association, you are automatically also a member of the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA). 
[image: image3.emf]FOCA represents 50,000 member families in more than 500 lake and road associations across Ontario. FOCA has been the voice of the waterfront for over 50 years. As a not-for-profit membership organization, FOCA works year-round on behalf of waterfront property owners

FOCA members can access a variety of special offers and discounts on insurance, magazine subscriptions and more. Find all the current details, here: https://foca.on.ca/benefits/. 

You can access a wealth of information from FOCA on cottage country topics, including property issues, lake planning practices, environmental hot topics and much more here: https://foca.on.ca/resources/. 

You are also entitled to access Members-only materials on the FOCA website. Send an email to communications@foca.on.ca with your name, email and Association affiliation, in order to receive your Member Login.

Your Role: 
There is strength in numbers! Get on the FOCA Elert list to show our partners the size and strength of the waterfront community. Join 10,000 subscribers who receive Elerts each month in their Inbox, to stay on top of cottage country news and events. Sign up for Elert on the home page of the FOCA website: https://foca.on.ca. (look for the “Sign up” button)

Also, connect with FOCA on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/foca.on.ca 

and on Twitter https://twitter.com/foca_info for daily updates.

[image: image4.emf]
Subscribe to FOCA’s YouTube channel for occasional video messages from the staff and informative updates throughout the year: https://www.youtube.com/FOCAprograms.

1 - WATER QUALITY
Our Lake is our very best asset – let’s keep it that way!

Despite good condition of our Lake, do not use lake water as drinking water unless you have installed a proper water treatment system, and you test its output on a regular basis.   
Water quality is a top concern of our cottagers. [The Lake Association has participated in water quality monitoring, through the Lake Partner Program, for several years.] 
In addition to monitoring the water, the Lake Association has an ongoing commitment to inform cottagers of the best practices to maintain our good water quality through our newsletters, website, and membership meetings.

Monitoring Program

[keep this section if your lake is already involved]

Lake Partner Program (LPP) - this province-wide program is a partnership between FOCA and the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. Sampling for our Lake is done by volunteers each year, with the samples sent back to the Dorset Environmental Science Lab for scientific analysis of Total Phosphorus, a key nutrient for algal growth. Additionally, volunteers [on some lakes] take Secchi disk readings (water clarity tests) bimonthly from spring through fall in those same locations. All the data is published, here: https://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/map-lake-partner. Please speak with the Association if you are interested in becoming a Lake Partner volunteer! 
Best Practices

Maintaining good water quality, so that we may continue to enjoy the lake for swimming and water activities, is a community initiative and requires support from all cottagers and their guests.  Below is a list of Dos & Don’ts that should assist cottagers in their efforts to preserve their lake water.

Shoreline

· Don’t – use any chemical based fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides on your property. 

· Do – maintain a natural shoreline.  Naturally vegetated land with native grasses, shrubs and tree roots anchor the soil and prevent the shoreline from being washed away. These plants act like sponges, removing impurities found in rainwater runoff, such as soil, pet wastes, salt, pesticides, fertilizers, oil and grease, fuels, leaves, litter and septic output. 

· Do – create pathways and walkways using a “softscape” such as wood, absorbent pea gravel or woodchips and a meandering or terraced path to delay the inevitable runoff.
· Don’t – replace natural plants with grass.  Manicured lawns, with their shallow roots, encourage erosion and allow as much as 55% of the unfiltered runoff to reach our lake.  
· Don’t – disturb the lake bottom. The area from the water’s edge to where the sunlight no longer penetrates to the lake bottom acts as a home or food corridor to 90% of all the fish and aquatic wildlife species on the lake. By leaving logs, rocks and plant material in the water, good algae, spawning fish, ducks, loons, turtles and crayfish can live, hide and feed upon the billions of microorganisms that this “debris” provides.
Get more tips here: https://foca.on.ca/shoreline-owners-guide-to-healthy-waterfronts/.
Wastewater & Septic Systems
· Do - make sure your septic system is large enough to meet your needs. Look for ways to reduce the amount of wastewater that enters the septic system. Effluent from sump pumps and roof drains should not go into the septic system.  

· Do - maintain non-woody plants on top of your leaching bed but don’t allow trees and shrubs too close to the bed or tank. Some trees have roots that search a long way for water which can cause your leaching bed to become plugged.

· Do – watch what goes in your septic tank as it requires live bacteria to function properly.  Many cleaners and household products will kill bacteria. 

· Don’t – ever put fats or oils, paints, gasoline or antifreeze, drain and toilet bowl cleaners, bleaches, feminine hygiene products, diapers, condoms, plastics, kitchen waste (coffee grounds, egg shells), cigarette filters into the septic system.

· Don’t - allow machinery, ATV’s or snowmobiles to cross the leaching bed. If snow is compacted, the leaching bed can freeze and the tank may overflow.
· [image: image5.emf]Don’t – ignore signs of a problem such as your system backing up, foul odours, effluent on the surface or soggy ground in the leaching bed, system freezing, toilet and drains gurgling or draining slowly. Have your septic system inspected regularly, and pumped out when necessary (when the main chamber is 1/3 full of solids).
Take 10 minutes, and watch this video about septic system maintenance, parts, signs of trouble: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VeTGVnkYA4 
Additional Resources About Water Quality
· MOECC - https://www.ontario.ca/ministry-environment-and-climate-change 
· Lake Partner Program http://desc.ca/programs/lpp
· Ontario Onsite Wastewater Association (OOWA) - www.oowa.org
· Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) – https://foca.on.ca/resources/ (you can search on this webpage by any keyword)

2 - FISHING

[find info about your Lake’s FMZ here: https://www.ontario.ca/page/fisheries-management-zones] 

[image: image6.emf]
As of 2016 the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry has divided Ontario into 20 Fisheries Management Zones. _______ Lake is in Fisheries Management Zone _____. Our lake continues to offer plenty of great fishing experiences alongside extraordinary vistas. 
Please keep the following thoughts in mind when fishing on our lake:
Best Practices

As with any natural resource there are numerous things we can do to maintain our fisheries.  Knowing the rules and abiding by them is the first step but there is more we can do beyond that. Here are a few suggestions:

· Do – use live bait caught from the same body of water that it will be used in. Alternately purchase bait from a local bait shop.  It is illegal to dump live bait or bait water into a lake if it wasn’t caught in that body of water.
· Do – “Limit Your Catch – Don’t Catch Your Limit”.  Consider releasing your catch if you don’t have plans to consume it.  
· Do – be careful how you hold a fish if planning to release it.  Keep small fish vertical when holding them by the jaw but use a horizontal hold for larger fish. Make sure your hands are wet when handling fish to avoid removing their protective coating.
· Do – limit the time out of the water by taking photos as quickly as possible.  When placing the fish back in the water revive it carefully by holding it gently in the water with a gentle push forward until it regains its strength and swims away. 
· Do – clean boats, trailers, equipment, waders, and boots between different locations to avoid the transfer of invasive species.
· Do – educate yourself on invading species and report them when spotted. Report sightings by calling the Invading Species Hotline (1-800-563-7711), or on your smartphone using the EDDMapS Ontario digital reporting system. (For more, see: http://www.invadingspecies.com/) 
· Do – Be licenced to fish. Ontario and Canadian residents between the ages of 18 and 64 years must possess a valid licence to fish legally in Ontario, except during periods designated by the Ontario Government as licence-free periods.  Canadian residents fishing without a licence during a licence-free period must observe the Conservation limits as set out in the Ontario Fishing Regulations Summary (https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-fishing-regulations-summary). For licence-free fishing periods each year, please visit Ontario Family Fishing (http://www.ontariofamilyfishing.com/).
· Ontario and Canadian residents under 18 years of age, or 65 years of age or older; and in possession of any licence, permit, certificate or identification card issued by the Government of Canada or a provincial or territorial government of Canada that indicates their name and date of birth – are deemed to be the holder of a Recreational Fishing Licence, and so are able to fish legally in Ontario; holders of deemed licences must observe the Sport Fishing limits as set out in the Ontario Fishing Regulations Summary. 
· Non-Canadian residents of any age must possess a valid licence to fish legally in Ontario, at any time of year
· A valid licence to fish consists of an Outdoors Card or a Temporary Outdoors Card, accompanied by a valid fishing licence tag.  Note that Outdoors Cards are not required with 1-day licences.
· Daily Catch Limits are the same as the overall Possession Limits. (See chart). 


Any fish that is not immediately live-released is part of your Catch Limit and your Possession Limit. There are some exceptions regarding use of a live-well, which are documented on page 9 of the Ontario Fishing Regulations Summary.  Please note that Possession Limit includes any fish you may have stored in an alternative location (e.g. Cottage, Home, etc.).  Please note also that Possession Limits mentioned below, are for Fisheries Management Zone _____ specifically.
You are cautioned against transporting your legally caught fish through another Ontario Fisheries Management Zone (or outside of Ontario) with a lower Possession Limit and/or different size restrictions, as you could be subject to fines and/or penalties if you are unable to prove that the fish were caught legally on this lake.

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry has a hot-line for reporting abuse of our natural resources including fishing abuse –1-877-847-7667 (1-877-TIPS-MNR)
Resources

· Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry (www.ontario.ca/page/fishing) – everything you need to know before fishing in Ontario.
· Ontario Family Fishing (http://www.ontariofamilyfishing.com/)
· Canada's National Fishing Week (http://www.catchfishing.com/)
· Fish of Ontario (https://www.ontariotravel.net/en/play/fishing/fish-of-ontario)
· Ontario’s Invading Species Awareness Program (http://www.invadingspecies.com/)
· Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters (www.ofah.org)
· S.A.F.E. Angling Practices (www.recycledfish.org)
Fishing Chart

[copy your Fishing Management Zone’s species/season/limits/exceptions from this online resource: https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-fishing-regulations-summary] 
Open Seasons (all dates inclusive) Catch, Possession & Size Limits
	Species
	Open Season
	Possession/Daily catch limit and Size Limits – Sport Fishing
	Possession/Daily catch limit and Size Limits – Conservation Fishing

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Exceptions of note:  _______________________________
Ice Fishing Considerations
· determine if the ice is safe

· dress appropriately for the weather

· bring the proper equipment

· fish in permitted locations
· refer to the seasonal species limits listed above

Get details here: https://www.ontario.ca/page/ice-fishing
3 - RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
Enjoying the outdoor activities is one of the main reasons for purchasing cottage property, so it is important that everyone do their part to ensure the water and environment is safe for all.
Best Practices – ATV, ORV, Snowmobiles   
· Do – know the rules to safely operate your recreational vehicle. Be it a kayak, sail boat, power boat, ATV or snowmobile it is your responsibility to ensure that you have the proper training, documentation and safety equipment on board.  
· Do - respect your neighbours and the environment.  
· Do - take steps to reduce noise pollution with all vehicles. Continual or repetitive operation in the same area can aggravate the impact of motorized activities.  
· Do - maintain motorized vehicles to reduce contamination from fuels, wastewater and other hazardous or toxic chemicals. 
· Do Not - fuel recreational vehicles while on the ice or near a waterway. If you enjoy winter recreation, don’t forget to bring back your garbage for proper disposal.
· Do Not - travel across private property without permission.

ATV and Off Road Vehicles
Basic Rules & Regulations:
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has jurisdiction over the use of off-road vehicles (ORVs) and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs).  They have published a Driver’s Handbook that includes the rules and requirements for ATVs and ORVs. (see link, following page) 

Below are some of the key points covered in the Handbook including some recent changes. Please note that the rules differ depending on where you are riding your vehicle. 
Off-Road Riding:
To ride an ATV/ORV off-road you must:

· Be at least 12 years old, unless directly supervised by an adult or while driving on land occupied by the owner of the ATV/ORV.
· Carry the ATV/ORV's registration permit or a true copy.
· Register and display a rear licence plate (except in exempt areas like far northern Ontario).
· Insure your vehicle under a motor vehicle liability policy.
· Wear an approved motorcycle helmet, securely fastened under the chin with a chin strap.
· Not drive if impaired by alcohol or drugs.
On-Road Riding:
To ride an ATV/ORV on a public road, where permitted
, you must:

· Be at least 16 years old to drive and hold at least a valid G2 or M2 licence
· Be a minimum of eight years of age to be a passenger 
· Wear an approved motorcycle helmet, securely fastened under the chin with a chin strap
· Wear a seat belt, where provided
· Travel at speeds less than the posted speed limit unless otherwise specified by the municipality

· no more than 20 km/h on roads with a posted speed limit of 50 km/h or less

· no more than 50 km/h on roads with a posted speed limit greater than 50 km/h
· Be driving in the same direction as traffic
· Travel on the shoulder - if the shoulder is unsafe or impassable or not wide enough, an ATV/ORV can be driven on the travelled portion of the road
· Have headlights and tail lights on
· Not drive if impaired by alcohol or drugs

Please refer to the link below for a complete list of the rules regarding riding ATV/ORVs.  
Resources

· Ontario Ministry of Transportation Driver’s Handbook covers operation of ATVs, ORVs, and Snowmobiles under the Off-road Vehicles section: www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook. 
Snowmobiles
Basic Snowmobile Rules & Regulations:
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has jurisdiction over the use of snowmobiles.  They have published a Driver’s Handbook that includes the rules and requirements for snowmobiles. Below are some of the key points covered in the Handbook. As with ATV/ORVs, the rules for driving snowmobiles depend on where you are driving them:
· If you are driving on recreational trails that are off your own property, then you need to be 12 years old and have a valid Motorized Snow Vehicle Operator’s License (MSVOL)
. 

· If you wish to drive along or across public roads where snowmobiles are allowed, then you must be at least 16 years of age and have either a valid MSVOL or a driver’s license.

All snowmobiles must be registered with the MTO. This is a ‘one time’ event and registration can be transferred upon resale. The registration decal must be displayed on each side of your snowmobile and the exact location is defined by the MTO.

If you are driving the snowmobile off your personal property, then you must:

· Purchase an annual validation sticker and affix it to your registration decal.

· Always carry your MSVOL and proof of registration

· Have liability insurance and always carry proof of it

· Wear an approved helmet whether you are driving, riding or being towed on a sled 

· Have a membership to drive on private trails of a snowmobile organization and have permission to drive on any other private land.

· Obey the rules of local municipalities that may ban operation of snowmobiles on certain public roads.

· Travel at speeds less than the posted speed limit unless otherwise specified by the municipality 

· No more than 20 km/h on roads with a posted speed limit of 50 km/h or less

· No more than 50 km/h on roads with a posted speed limit greater than 50 km/h

· No more than 50 km/h on trails

· Not operate a snowmobile when impaired by alcohol or drugs.

Resources 

· Ontario Ministry of Transportation: www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook   
· The Driver’s Handbook covers operation of ATVs, ORVs, and Snowmobiles under the Off-road Vehicles section.
· Snowmobile Clubs:
· Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) – www.ofsc.on.ca
· Other local group(s), if known…   
· Recreational Vehicle Sales, Service, Storage:
· ____[local]___ Marina – located at _________; phone ____________ 
4 - BOATING

Best Practices

· When boating, be aware/steer clear/reduce wake for others near you, such as swimmers, canoes, kayaks, sailboats, paddleboats, paddleboards, wildlife, etc. 

· SLOW – NO WAKE PLEASE when boating close to the shore (less than 30 metres/ approx. 100 feet), or in channels such as ___________ and __________, to prevent damage to shorelines, docks/boats and nesting habitat. Remember that you are responsible for any damage you cause. Also, remember that there may be people swimming and enjoying water activities in these waters. 

· Do - boaters must give way to swimmers and vessels that have less manoeuvrability e.g., sails have right of way over canoes which have right of way over motorized boats. 

· Do - respect your neighbours and the environment.  

· [image: image7.emf]Use the ‘BOATER’S CODE’ (included in this Boating Section) as your guideline to safe and respectful boating practices 

· Do - take steps to reduce noise pollution with watercraft.
· Do - maintain watercraft and motors to reduce contamination from fuels, wastewater and other hazardous or toxic chemicals. Consider decommissioning older-2 stroke engines in favour of 4-stroke or E-Tec engines.

· Do - reduce the chance of importing invasive species by rinsing your boat whenever you trailer it for transport to another body of water. Review the poster at right, created by FOCA:
Basic Boating Rules & Regulations
Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card 
Since September 15, 2009, all persons operating a pleasure craft in Canada that is fitted with a motor require proof of operator competency, regardless of that person's age, the size of the pleasure craft, or the size of the motor. The most common proof of competency is the Pleasure Craft Operator Card (PCOC). You can get the card by taking a boating safety course in-person or online, and passing the test at the end of the course. The PCOC is good for life. 
For more, see: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-paperwork-paperwork_operatorfaq-2233.htm 

You must carry a copy of the PCOC with you whenever operating a powered pleasure craft. Visitors from the US who are boating in Canada for up to 45 days, maximum, can have their state boat operator credentials accepted as proof of competency in lieu of a PCOC, for example a card recognized by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA). 

Age and Horsepower Restrictions 

	Under 12 years of age with no direct supervision* 
	May operate a boat with up to 7.5 kW (10 hp) 



	Ages 12 to under 16 with no direct supervision 
	May operate a boat with up to 30 kW (40 hp) 



	Under 16 years of age, regardless of supervision 
	May not operate a personal watercraft 

	16 years of age or older
	No horsepower restrictions 




*Direct supervision means a person (16 years of age or older) is in the boat and directly supervising the operator.
REMEMBER: Youth must also carry proof of competency to operate any motorized vessel, supervised or not.
Speed Limits 
The maximum speed limit is 10km/hr for boats traveling within 30 metres (approximately 100 feet) of shore.  Even if this limit is not posted, boaters are expected to be aware of it and respect the safety of others in narrow waterways. There are 3 exceptions to this: 

1.1. Waterskiing, where the boat follows a trajectory perpendicular to the shore. 

1.2. In rivers that are less than 100 m (approximately 330 feet) in width, or canals or buoyed channels.
1.3. In waters where another speed is prescribed under a schedule to the regulations. 
Safety Equipment
All watercraft must have safety equipment on board; however, the specific equipment depends on the type of craft and in some cases whether the operator is wearing a personal flotation device (PFD). The following table is taken from the Transport Canada’s “Safe Boating Guide” (download the full guide here:  http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-menu-1362.htm). Note that Stand-Up Paddleboards, which are not included in this table, must have onboard one Canadian approved lifejacket/personal floatation device (PFD), a sound signalling device (i.e. whistle on PFD) and a 15m (49.3’) buoyant heaving line (unless wearing a PFD), available for immediate use.
Carry Your Documents
When heading out in your motorized boat, make sure to bring on board:
· Proof of competency (PCOC) 
· Personal identification  
· Pleasure craft licence
 (for 10hp or more)
Alcohol Consumption

The laws for alcohol consumption in pleasure craft or other recreational vehicles are the same as those for automobiles in the Province of Ontario. An Ontario boater convicted of operating a boat while under the influence of alcohol or drugs may have their driver’s license suspended for a minimum of 1 year. 
In fact, in Ontario no one can consume alcoholic beverages while a boat is being operated, not the operator or the passengers. Transporting of alcohol can only be done if the containers are unopened and stored away. Boat passengers may consume alcohol on board a boat in Ontario so long as the boat has a permanent toilet, cooking facilities, sleeping facilities and it is anchored or docked!
Resources

· Transport Canada – www.tc.gc.ca 

· Go to the Marine section for information on Pleasure Craft licenses, Operator Competency programs, and the Safe Boating Guide.  

· Ontario Ministry of Transportation - www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook
· The Driver’s Handbook covers operation of ATVs, ORVs, and Snowmobiles under the Off-road Vehicles section.
· FOCA’s Boating Safety tips - https://foca.on.ca/safe-boating/ 

· this webpage includes links to the OPP’s “Boat Notes,” cold water immersion info, and the many online resources of the Canadian Safe Boating Council.
· Safe Quiet Lakes - http://safequiet.ca/
· Recreational Vehicle Sales, Service, Storage:
· Our Local Marina: _________________
Boater’s Code – courtesy “Safe Quiet Lakes”
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Respectful boating guidelines from Safe Quiet Lakes

I will never operate my boat beyond the level of my skills.

I will be aware of and obey all laws and regulations governing
operation of my boat.

I will operate my boat with caution and courtesy to others at
all times.

I will minimize my wake impact on shorelines, docks, structures
and people.

I will always steer well clear of other boats, swimmers and wildlife.

I will set a speed and heading that is safe and comfortable for my
passengers and others on thé water.

I will provide safety instructions and offer appropriate life jackets
or PFDs to everyone who travels in my boat.

I will carry all equipment necessary to operate my boat safely and
within the law.

I will not consume alcohol in my boat or allow my boat to be
operated by anyone who is impaired.

I understand that boating is a shared experience and I will not
create excessive noise or operate my boat in a manner that
disrupts the peaceful enjoyment of the lake by others.





Boating Safety Requirements   (copied from Transport Canada’s “Safe Boating Guide”)
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5 - EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
[check if 911 service is available in your area, before circulating this information]

If You Have an Emergency - Dial 911.
Tell them whether you need Police, Ambulance, or the Fire Department.  
In Case of Emergency
You will need to know your Municipal Address. The municipal address for your property is a reflective green metal sign with white letters / numbers. If you have a road access cottage you will have one sign mounted on a metal post at the end of your driveway and one sign mounted on or near your dock for visibility from the water. If you are water access only, you will just have a sign mounted on or near your dock for visibility from the water. 
Make sure your Municipal Address is posted near your telephone or printed on your Emergency Call Sheet. (see sample, following.)
Police:
[Some municipalities/regions may not have 911 service. Connect with your local Ontario Provincial Police detachment to confirm local response: https://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=125] 

Our lake ____is/is not_____ serviced by the OPP for Police response. Call 911 and tell the operator if your cottage is water access only.
Ambulance:
Our lake _____is/is not_____ fully serviced for Ambulance support by _____[Township]_____. The nearest Ambulance station is in __________. The nearest hospital is at ____________.
Call 911 and tell the operator if you are water access only, or if any road gate must be unlocked to reach you. If the patient can be safely moved, you also have the option of transporting the patient yourself to the landing at ______________ and meeting the ambulance there to shorten the time to hospital. This information will have to be given to the operator when you call 911.  The civic addresses of these locations are:

· Marina - __[address]_________
· __[name of]__ Landing - _____[address]_________ 
Fire:
Our lake ____does/does not____ have Fire Suppression services provided by _______ Township Fire Department. Call 911 ___[or other instructions]___ to access fire services.
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If the Fire is a Bush Fire / Forest Fire:
[note: instructions differ in northern and southern Ontario; 

check here: https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-fires. 

The info below was created for a cusp region. Edit accordingly for your area.]
If you observe a forest fire or if the bush is threatened by a cottage fire, contact the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry by calling: 310-FIRE (310-3473). No area code is required. Even if the forest fire has been extinguished, the MNRF will send a crew to verify all is safe and to document the incident. Frequently, fires in the bush that we think have been put down have not actually been fully extinguished. Fire can smoulder beneath the forest floor for months and then suddenly reignite.

Important: if you observe a structure fire in conjunction with a forest fire,                         in addition to calling the MNRF you must also dial 911 and request Fire Support. 
If you need an Automated External Defibrillator (AED):
[NOTE: keep this section ONLY IF your association has access to an AED at the lake]
If you observe someone having (or suspect they are having) a heart attack/emergency, you can retrieve an AED from one of the 5 portable pump boxes on the lake or from the fire boat at the marina (see the Lake Map earlier in the introductory section). These devices are easy to use, provide clear audible instructions, and adjust to the pace you proceed. Most importantly, these AED’s will not deliver a shock unless they detect a heart rhythm consistent with a cardiac event, so they can’t be used improperly.
Even though these devices are designed to be used by anyone and provide clear instructions, for people who have never seen an AED before or don’t know how they work, viewing the instruction video at the following link now, may provide a comfort level in the event you find yourself in an emergency situation: https://www.actionfirstaid.ca/aed/demo-onsite.
**Please note that if you do have need to use one of the AEDs, contact the Lake Association as soon as possible afterwards, so that any consumed items can be replaced. Email us: ___________ or call ___________.
Emergency Call Sheet:
Get ready ahead of time, and encourage everyone in your family or who regularly attends your cottage to become educated about what to do in case of an emergency. 
· Post an Emergency Response Locator sheet in a visible area, where anyone including visitors can find it. (See next page, or download a sample from FOCA: https://foca.on.ca/emergency-response-in-remote-areas/) 
· Develop a Family Emergency Plan at the lake, and practice it as a family. Get information and links from FOCA about Emergency Preparedness, developing an Emergency Plan, creating Emergency Supply Kits and what to do in the event of a major emergency:   https://foca.on.ca/weather-extremes-and-emergency-preparedness/. Also see https://www.getprepared.gc.ca on the Government of Canada website for disaster and planning information. 
· Inform guests about Fire Safety, your emergency plan and what to do in the event of an emergency.
· Take a First Aid / CPR course.
[TEMPLATE] Emergency Response Locator
	     Fire/Ambulance/Police Emergency:  call 911  (if available in your area)                                                                                



You are located on: [e.g. Lake Remote]

County: [e.g. Hastings]


Township: [e.g.  Hastings Highlands]
	Municipal / Rural Address
	e.g. 123 Remote Lake Lane

	Island #:

“We are at a water-access property”
	e.g. 11

	Our (911) number:
	e.g. 1111111

	Emergency access point:

(Fire road # plus Civic (911) #)
	e.g. Fire Road #2

e.g. #22222

	GPS Coordinates:
	e.g. 44o 18’ 08”

e.g. 78o 19’ 13”

	Our Telephone Number:
	e.g. 705-967-1111

	Owners Name:
	e.g. Jones

	Nearest defibrillator is located:
	e.g. Jones Marina 911# 2222222 – on Fire Road # 1 km north of Jonesville 705-967-1112

	Nearest fire pump is located:
	e.g. Community Hall at F.R. # 1, and F.R #2 – 2kms west from Highway 1


Other Useful Phone Numbers:

· 911
Use for all Emergencies, including Fire.  DO NOT use for non-emergencies.
· MNRF to Report a Forest Fire



310-FIRE (310-3473)
(No area code needed.  Leave a message if you get an answering machine)
· TeleHealth Ontario (Free 24 hr. medical advice)

1-866-797-0000
· Poison Control Centre




1-800-268-9017
· Hydro One (hydro emergency or to report a power outage)
1-800-434-1235
OPP Non-emergency





_____________
  [find your local detachment # here:
https://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=119]


· ___nearest hospital name_____, address


_____________
· Veterinarian






_____________

6 - FIRE SAFETY
Fire Safety is not an afterthought. It should always be top of mind. Fire Safety should be learned and discussed. It should be taught to our children and reinforced. Fire Safety should be planned, and practiced. Fire Safety should be a way of life at home, at the cottage, and everywhere. There are many ‘common sense’ things you can do to prevent fire, safeguard lives and property, and mitigate damage. The following recommendations are the most relevant for the cottage environment, but are only a portion of a comprehensive Fire Safety strategy for your family and guests. Feel free to add to these as you see fit.

Smoke Alarms

Ontario Law states that you must have at least one working smoke alarm on each floor of a house (or cottage) and located near sleeping areas. This would include all outbuildings used for sleeping or habitation, including bunkies. Multiple alarms are better. Failure to comply with the Fire Code smoke alarm requirements could result in a ticket for $360 or upon conviction, a fine of up to $50,000 for individuals and $100,000 for corporations. It could also be a matter of life or death.
The two primary types of smoke alarms are the “Ionization” type of detector (this type more quickly registers open flames or fast moving fires) and the “Photoelectric” (this type more quickly detects smoke or smouldering fires). You can buy alarms that incorporate both of these detection types into one unit or you can buy them individually and install both types into your home. You can also buy alarms that incorporate both smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors (see next section) into one unit. Alarms installed into new builds are usually hard-wired into the electrical system. If you have this type and live in an area prone to power failures (like at the cottage), make sure they have a battery backup or buy separate battery operated units to supplement the hard wired type. Do your research and buy the type that suits your situation the best. To reduce the risk of a defective alarm, install a minimum of 2 alarms in every building. If one fails, you have a backup.

Smoke alarms should be tested at least monthly. Vacuum any dust buildup on the alarm. Keep the area clear around the alarm. Do not paint a smoke alarm. Full time residents should change their smoke alarm batteries when they change their clocks for daylight savings time. Seasonal cottagers should change their batteries the day they arrive at their cottage in the spring. If you should never remove your alarm batteries because of a nuisance alarm such as burnt toast, don’t hide the batteries on a shelf. Instead put them in an obvious place so there is no way that you can forget to put them back. If this happens often, move the smoke alarm or purchase an alarm with a temporary silencing button. These are not expensive and readily available. Sometimes older units become overly sensitive when dust gathers inside the alarm. If you are having problems with your alarm, replace it. They are not expensive.

Check the manufacturing date or expiry date and replace any units past the recommended lifespan. Most smoke alarms require replacement after 10 years. Old alarms can be disposed of in regular municipal garbage (not recycling).

Carbon Monoxide Detectors

Ontario law requires a CO detector in all homes that have appliances that generate carbon monoxide (CO), or have an attached garage or carport. The National Fire Protection Association recommends at least one CO detector on each floor of your home. 
Carbon monoxide is an odourless, tasteless and colourless gas that is undetectable by human senses, and it can be deadly. It is created by the burning of fossil fuels, including oil, gas or propane appliances like stoves, furnaces, portable heaters, generators, fireplaces, water heaters or barbeques, wood burning appliances like fireplaces and wood stoves, or charcoal burning barbeques. Carbon monoxide is also created by your vehicle (or gas powered ATV, lawn mower, gas trimmer, chainsaw, snowmobile, etc.), which is why a CO detector is required in your home or cottage if you have an attached garage, even if you have none of the other appliances mentioned above.

Early symptoms of CO poisoning such as headaches, nausea and fatigue are often mistaken for the flu and the gas goes undetected in the home. Prolonged exposure to CO can lead to brain damage and even death. Carbon Monoxide is the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in North America. Everyone should be educated and made aware of the dangers. 

Some additional information about carbon monoxide detectors:

· The penalty for not having operational CO alarms is the same as for smoke detectors (see above). 

· CO detectors are either battery powered, plug-in (120V wall outlet) or hard-wired to your electrical system. If you have a plug-in or hard-wired model, make sure it has a battery backup to continue protection during power outages. Check or change these batteries as necessary when you change your smoke alarm batteries (every Spring or Fall).

· The Life Span (rated by CSA) of CO detectors ranges from 5 to 10 years. Check the documentation with your detectors and make sure you replace outdated units. Like smoke detectors, CO detectors do not last forever. Also, as technology changes, these devices will improve in performance.

· Follow the package instructions for your CO detector to determine the best placement within the building.

· In addition to checking the batteries, inspect or replace the CO detectors in both your home and cottage at least monthly, and install additional units if and where necessary.

Alarms With Voice Alert

As technology improves and further research is conducted, science develops better ways to keep us safe. New alarms with the sound of a human voice have been found in some research to be more effective at waking children than the standard high pitch tone of conventional alarms.  These voice alert alarms were developed after some forensic scientists and fire investigators warned that smoke alarms may not wake children. Alarm manufacturers Kidde and First Alert both make Smoke and Carbon Monoxide detectors with talking alerts. They are available at most big box stores, or can be ordered in.
Fire Extinguishers

Currently, Fire Extinguishers are not yet required by law in Ontario in private residences, but it is prudent to have at least two on hand. They come in different sizes and chemical formulations, but by far the most common for residential applications is the dry-powder chemical type.

There are 3 primary categories of fires that the powder in the fire extinguishers are designed to extinguish.

· Class A – Combustible materials such as paper, wood, fabric, refuse

· Class B – Flammable liquids and gases (oil, gasoline, propane, etc.)

· Class C – Electrical – Note that electricity does not burn, however if the fire is electrically energized (i.e. an electrical short ignites a combustible material), electrocution could occur if the fire is fought with water. If the power is turned off, the fire can then be fought as a Class A or B.

Choose a fire extinguisher which is rated for all 3 classes. Typical sizes for the home range from a “1A, 5B, C” for a 2 lb. model up to “2A, 10B, C” for about a 7 lb. model. The numbers in front of each letter correspond to the amount of dry chemical compound for that type of fire. Larger extinguishers are available but may be too heavy for some adults or children to operate. A couple of smaller extinguishers will work just as well as one large one. 

It is recommended to have at least 2 fire extinguishers in the home. The best place to locate them is near the kitchen, and at an exit to the home, making it readily accessible when exiting or entering the structure. It is best to have several fire extinguishers, with locations including:

	Kitchen
	Near Bedrooms
	Basement (especially if only one way in or out)

	At Exits
	Workshop or Shed
	Garage

	Bunkie
	Car
	Boat **(see note below)


**Note that any motorized boat with a fixed fuel tank (permanently attached to the boat) up to 6 m (19’8”) must have as a minimum, one 5BC fire extinguisher. Also, ANY motorized boat between 6 m and 9 m (19’8” to 29’6”) must have as a minimum, one 5BC fire extinguisher. For further information, refer to the Minimum Safety Equipment Requirements chart in the “Boating” section.

Familiarize yourself with the operation of your fire extinguishers and memorize the “PASS” procedure:

· P – Pull the pin

· A – Aim at the base of the flames

· S – Squeeze the handle to eject the chemical

· S – Use a sweeping motion back and forth centering on the base of the flames

Fire extinguishers work well for putting out small fires (before they spread), but for larger fires you will need to exit the building and call for more assistance (911).
Fire Safety Planning

It’s never too early to talk to your family and friends who visit the cottage about fire safety and what to do in the event of a fire. Every cottage should have a “Fire Safety Plan” in the event of the unthinkable happening. Know all the exits that can be used for escape. Have a designated meeting place for everyone to go to when they exit the building. Rehearse the exit procedure with your children. Have a cell phone available to call 911 in case the land line is inaccessible or not working. Remember to have the “Emergency Numbers” information sheet posted in a high-visibility area beside your cottage phone.  

Elements of a good Fire Safety Plan include:

· If a fire is detected indoors, exit the building immediately and close the door behind you.  This may slow the spread of the fire by reducing the flow of fresh air. If you are in a room with a closed door, feel the door with the back of your hand to see if it is hot. If it is hot, don’t open it.

· Every room should have 2 exit options. If access to an exit door is blocked by fire, you may be able to exit through a window, depending on the height off the ground.  Collapsible emergency Fire Escape ladders are manufactured by companies like Kidde and available in stores like Canadian Tire and Home Depot for about $70. They are hung over the sill of an open window (after you push out the screen) and unfold about 13 feet so they work well up to a second storey window. In the event a ladder is not available, if you are able to go out feet first and hang from the sill by your hands, you can reduce the height of your fall by several feet.

· Have a designated location, outside of the cottage, where your whole family will meet after escaping from the fire. This will help you ensure that everyone got out and prevent unnecessary searching.

· Call 911 as early as it is safely practical to do, so help will be on the way to extinguish the fire.

· Review your Fire Safety Plan regularly with all of the family. Things like checking doors for heat and using a window to exit may be obvious to an adult, but this should be covered in your plan with young children. A child’s first instinct is to hide from danger, which could mean hiding under a bed when there is a fire. Prior discussion of what to do in the event of a fire can make the difference in a critical situation.

The key is to cover all aspects of your fire safety plan before there is a fire. Smoke detectors and Carbon Monoxide detectors are a great start, but things like the proper location and use of Fire Extinguishers and Safety Ladders, meeting locations, etc., must be planned for early, reviewed frequently, and updated as necessary.
Storing Flammable Materials

Flammable materials such as gasoline, kerosene, propane tanks, oils, lighter fluid, paint thinner, etc., should never be stored in the cottage or any attached garages or storage rooms. These items must be kept in a separate shed or building located away from the cottage.

Don’t store lumber underneath your cottage. Not only does it provide a home for unwanted animals, it can also provide fuel for a cottage fire and make it harder for the fire to be extinguished.
Get more information here: https://www.firesmartcanada.ca/
Preventing Chimney Fires

As more of us are enjoying our cottages in the winter as well as the summer, the possibility of a chimney fire is increased. Some chimney fires may burn themselves out quickly, but others could burn down a cottage. Chimney fires should definitely be taken very seriously.

The best way to avoid a chimney fire is by taking steps to prevent circumstances that could cause one to start. A chimney fire starts when super-heated gases from your wood stove or fireplace ignite creosote which builds up on the walls of your chimney. Creosote is black or brown in color and is crusty or tar-like in appearance.

There are a number of things you can do to prevent a chimney fire:
· Burn hard wood, such as maple, birch, oak, elm, or hickory. Evergreens, such as hemlock, spruce, and pine, have resins in them that cause a lot of creosote build-up when they are burned slowly.

· Don’t burn green wood. Dry (seasoned) wood will produce much less creosote than greener wood.

· Keep your fire hot (above 225 degrees Fahrenheit if you have a chimney thermometer).  A colder or smoldering fire allows resins to condense and cause creosote. If you are keeping a wood stove burning all day, burn a hot fire (at least 500 degrees F) a couple of times a day. This will help to burn off the small amount of daily accumulation of creosote.

· Make sure your chimney is properly constructed for the size of your stove or fireplace. A chimney that is too large will contribute to faster creosote buildup.

· Never use an accelerant such as lighter fluid to start your fire.

· Inspect your chimney annually for creosote buildup. If you are not comfortable cleaning it yourself or don’t have the proper tools, have it cleaned professionally.

· Have your wood stove / fireplace and chimney professionally inspected periodically by a WETT certified technician (Wood Energy Technology Training). They inspect solid fuel burning systems for excessive wear or damage and identify any repairs/replacements that may be required.

· If you are purchasing a property that has a solid fuel burning system, your Insurer will require a WETT Certificate before they will insure the structure against fire. Since building codes and safety technology are always changing, the wood stove and chimney that were installed 20 years ago may no longer be considered safe. Being conscientious about good stove and chimney maintenance will prevent issues and protect property and lives.

Local By-laws Related to Fire
[note: the Guidelines greyed-out below pertain to the Township of the Achipelago, and may not relate to your local Township/Municipality Bylaws  for key regulations related to outdoor fires, burning, fireworks, etc. Find your local regulations, beginning here: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page1591.aspx, and copy pertinent information into your guide.]

Outdoor Burning

Key points: [Note: greyed-out – see above]
· Outdoor fires are allowed, provided they are set within the conditions of the Fire Danger Ratings as declared by the Chief Fire Official and posted to the Township’s website (refer to the Fire Ratings chart preceding this section).

· A person must be in charge of the fire and remain in line-of-sight at all times until it is totally extinguished.

· Conditions must exist that will allow the fire to burn safely through to extinguishment and the fire cannot adversely impact other people or property.

· You must be able to immediately contain and extinguish the fire should it become a risk to persons or property.

· Only clean wood can be burned in order to not create excessive smoke or smell.

· The fire cannot be started before 6:00 pm and must be extinguished by 2:00am the next day.

· Fires to burn piled wood, brush, leaves or acceptable wood by-products can be started only when there is a Low or Moderate Fire Danger.  They must also be at least 10 metres (32’10”) from any combustible materials and not larger than 2 metres (6’7”) in diameter by 2 metres (6’7”) high.  The time restriction referenced above applies unless you have documented permission from the Chief Fire Official for the township.

· Campfires may only be started when there is a Low or Moderate Fire Danger.  They must also be at least 5 metres (16’5”) from any combustible materials and no larger than 1 metre (3’3”) in diameter and 1 metre (3’3”) high.  The time restriction referenced above applies.

· Except during a Fire Ban, a fire for cooking or personal warmth may be started during Fire Season if the fire is on bare rock or non-combustible material, it is at least 5 metres from any flammable material, and it does not exceed one metre (3’3”) in diameter and one metre (3’3”) in height.

Failure to comply with the By-law can result in fines or penalties, including costs incurred by the township for By-law enforcement, administrative costs and the cost of Fire Containment and Suppression Services.

Fact:  Wildfires destroy an average of 200,000 hectares (494,211 acres) of forested land each year in Ontario!

Please remember that the geography and abundance of vegetation within our area increases the risk of a fire spreading rapidly. Outdoor burning regulations are in place and enforced in order to prevent wildfires and damage to personal property. Fires can be extremely dangerous and each year a number of preventable wildfires occur from improper use and handling. Don’t become a statistic – Be Safety Conscious!
Outdoor Grills

The use of Barbeques or other enclosed fire sources, fuelled by charcoal or propane, is permitted at all times. Operate these devices within manufacturer’s guidelines and follow safe practices including prevention of flare-ups.
Fireworks, Firecrackers and Sky Lanterns

[note: greyed-out – see note on previous page]
The Township ______ By-law _____ regulates the setting off of Fireworks.  It can be found on the Township’s website at _________________________. Key points of this By-law are:

· Consumer Fireworks are only permitted on Victoria Day (the last Monday before May 25th), Canada Day (July 1st) and Independence Day (July 4th) and the one day immediately preceding and / or following each of these days.

· Firecrackers and Sky Lanterns are banned within the Township of the Archipelago.

· When the Fire Danger Rating is “High” or “Extreme” (Total Fire Ban), Fireworks are prohibited on all days of the year.

· When permitted, Fireworks are only allowed between 6:00 pm and 11:00 pm.

· No person under the age of eighteen may set off Fireworks unless under the direct supervision of and control of a person eighteen years of age or over.

· Persons setting off Fireworks must act in a safe manner including:  Keeping spectators at a safe distance; Protecting private and public property; and Ensuring suitable fire extinguishing equipment is available at all times.

· Property damage or injury as a result of the discharge of Fireworks is the responsibility of the person setting off the Fireworks.  In addition, persons found to be in violation of the By-law may be liable for costs incurred by the township, including By-law enforcement, administrative costs and the cost of Fire Containment and Suppression Services.

Fireworks & The Environment
A quick Google search will provide a myriad of information about fireworks, both good and bad.  Fireworks displays are exciting to watch and therefore unlikely to wane in popularity. However, they also come with risks, from both a safety and an environmental standpoint. Below are some things to consider prior to planning a fireworks display.

· Fireworks contain several chemicals which are dangerous to the environment and dangerous for humans to inhale. As consumer fireworks are released at low heights, the danger of breathing them in is increased. The smoke can contain sulfur-coal compounds and traces of heavy metals. The combustion cloud can contain ozone, sulfur dioxide and nitric oxide.

· The fallout from fireworks (including the metals and chemicals mentioned above) falls into the water or onto the land where rain carries it into our lakes and rivers. This can harm fish and change the balance of the water, contributing to changes in the type of plants that grow and the nutrient load of the lake. 

· The noise and light can disrupt nocturnal creatures’ cycles and behaviour.

· New developments in commercial fireworks to reduce or replace certain chemicals considered dangerous to the environment are occurring over time, as the commercial fireworks industry wishes to become environmentally friendly. This can’t be said of consumer fireworks, which are mostly made in offshore factories where price is the only driving factor and many banned substances are still used.

· Many offshore fireworks factories don’t have rigorous safety controls, resulting in personal injuries that take place every year from defective consumer fireworks.

· Embers from fireworks fallout can start fires. Likewise, improperly deployed fireworks or defective fireworks which blow open instead of firing vertically are the cause of a great many fires. In the area surrounding our lake, which is almost completely forested, the risk is greatly heightened, and there is the potential for catastrophic consequences if a forest fire is started.

· If you want to view a fireworks display, consider attending a large event with a commercial display of fireworks. Our Township/Municipality holds professional Fireworks displays: ______every Victoria Day and Canada Day_____.
· If you do set off fireworks at the cottage, use common sense and obey the rules and the safety precautions contained in the by-law, including the banned items, restricted days and total prohibitions during a high or extreme (total fire ban) fire hazard rating. Extreme caution must be exercised at all times.

IMPORTANT: “Flying lanterns” are never a good idea, particularly when released over forested areas! Find out more, here: https://foca.on.ca/flying-fire-lanterns/. 

Fire Hazard Rating Signs

Within our Township/Municipality, Fire Hazard Ratings must be strictly followed.  
Signs declaring the current hazard rating are posted at conspicuous locations ________________ and ________________________. The current Fire Hazard Rating is also posted on the home page of the Township’s website, at ___________________

A Fire Hazard Rating chart which summarizes the By-law is included below:
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7 - WASTE MANAGEMENT


The Township/Municipality of ____________________ provides a Guide to Recycling generally designed to minimize or eliminate the uncontrolled dispersal of waste materials into the environment in a manner that may cause ecological or biological harm. Lake residents have access to a local Transfer Station at _____________. Hazardous waste should be taken to the Hazardous Waste Transfer Station at ________________________. 
Recycling Guide
[copy from your Township/Municipality online Recycling Guide]

Garbage Disposal:  Local Transfer Station

[copy from your Township’s online information re: garbage locations, dates and times]

8 - VISITOR / RENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES 


The Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) recognizes that occasional rental of cottage properties has become a financial reality for some owners. 
FOCA supports a philosophy of responsible rental that encourages cottage owners to:

· educate and inform all guests (visitors or renters) about cottage country living and etiquette (see a sample visitor information sheet on the next page),

· work with neighbours to promote harmonious relationships,

· be environmental stewards by ensuring the sustainable use of cottage properties, recognizing the limits of the existing septic system, road capacity and other community considerations. (see more about septic system considerations in Chapter 1)

Additionally, owners should be aware that most cottage insurance policies do not provide automatic coverage for short-term rentals. You should talk to your insurance agent or broker to find out if you have, or can get, coverage. There may be limits to the number of weeks you can rent each year, or other restrictions on occupancy.

Some municipalities are contemplating or have already implemented zoning, permitting or other regulations for short-term rentals; check local rules and zoning by-laws first, or face penalties. Get more information from FOCA, here: https://foca.on.ca/responsible-cottage-rental/.

Provide practical and useful prompts for visitors (e.g., the Visitor Information Sheet, on the next page; or, post versions of the rental posters from the Coalition of Haliburton Associations’ on septic system usage, garbage disposal and more: https://www.cohpoa.org/resources/renting-your-cottage/).

Whenever you will not be at the cottage while others visit, ensure there is a plan in place for your visitors as well as your neighbours, in case either one needs assistance to deal with problems or unforeseen developments. 
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Quick Visitor Guide 
[adapted by FOCA, with thanks to the Leech Lake Cottagers Association]

Welcome to our Community! You likely came to cottage country for the same reasons we all do. Escape from the hustle and bustle of urban life into the great outdoors. You’ve come to the right place! We have fresh air, a wonderful clean and safe lake, abundant wildlife, starry skies and so much more.   Here is what we all do to keep it that way & why it matters:
	Enjoy your time here. Be aware that pets, excessive noise and lights can interfere with relaxation or star gazing, or neighbouring kids’ bedtimes. Respect your neighbours and remember that noise travels further on the lake than you think!

Septics are kept in good working order by limiting your water use, and by keeping chemicals and non-degradable items out of them.

Overloading your cottage with guests (and your septic system) is discouraged.  
Garbage and recycling is to be dropped off at one of the local landfills. The locations and hours of operation are here: ___________________. 

Ask the owner about composting. 


	We have a small lake so our neighbors are close. We all unwind in different ways so let’s all respect that. 


Letting the system break biodegradable waste down limits the possibility of harmful bacteria, phosphorous and nitrogen entering the lake.

Garbage left overnight can be attacked by animals including bears. Bears will return to the same spot they found “food” in for up to 5 years. Then the remains of the torn apart garbage need to be cleaned by others.


	Phosphate free products are chosen for washing and cleaning. We never wash in the lake.
	Phosphates and other harmful chemicals make the way into the lake promoting excess plant and algae growth.


	Food  is not left outside overnight and BBQ’s are cleaned so animals are not attracted. Wildlife is viewed from a safe distance for you and them.


	Wildlife and cottagers live together safely when they respect each other’s boundaries.

	Boats used in other water bodies are cleaned, dried and drained before launching in our lake. Bait buckets and live bait are never emptied into the lake.

	Invasive species such as zebra mussels can enter the lake causing disease and damage to native species.

	Campfires are enjoyed safely. The status of the Forest Fire danger is posted on area roads. Daytime burning is banned in the summer, and fires should never be set when windy. Don’t leave your fire unattended. Keep a water source handy. Douse your fire thoroughly when finished.
	The closest fire station is so far away that a spreading fire poses significant danger to all of us!

	Vegetation in and around the shoreline is kept natural and purposely not cut or fertilized.
	Shoreline vegetation filters out septic effluent and run-off. It is a home for fish, frogs, and turtles. Short grass attracts Canada geese, which can be a nuisance.

	Lead sinkers are not used, and fishing line is retrieved whenever possible.

	[image: image14.jpg]FOCA Cottage Country Septic
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Line and sinkers left behind can - and have - trapped and poisoned wildlife such as loons.


Appendix A - Township By-Laws
[Note: greyed out sample below is from one Township; find your By-laws and copy here]

The following is information on some of the Township/Municipality’s by-laws. These by-laws promote safety and protection of the environment, and also the enjoyment of our properties through common sense activities. They can be summed up with the phrase, “Being a Good Neighbour”, both from the standpoint of nearby cottage owners as well as being a good neighbour to the environment.

The by-law information below is only highlighted information and in no way is meant to be complete. In all cases, the entire by-law can be viewed on the Township website.
Burning By-Law – # ----- 

This by-law states ________. This by-law is in addition to the Ontario Fire Code which regulates all open air burning in the province. A summary is contained in the section “Fire Safety” in this document.

Fireworks By-Law – # ------
This by-law was enacted _________ and introduces new rules regarding the setting off of fireworks within the Township. A summary of the new fireworks by-law is contained in the section “Fire Safety” in this document.

Noise By-Law – # -----
This bylaw regulates noise by identifying what noises are never allowed and what noises have prohibitions at certain times. Items of note in this by-law are:
· “And Whereas the people have a right to and should be ensured an environment free from unusual, unnecessary, or excessive sound or vibration which may degrade the quality and tranquility of their life or cause nuisance;”

· Schedule 1 includes noises that are prohibited except in certain circumstances including:

· Racing any motorized conveyance

· Squealing tires

· Operating construction equipment without effective muffling devices.

· Operating a wind energy system which produces noise or vibration.

· Schedule 2 lists when certain noises are prohibited, including:

· Operating electronic devices intended to amplify sound is prohibited from 5 pm to 7 am the next day (9am on Sunday).

· Persistent barking, calling or whining or other similar persistent noise made by any domestic pet or other animal kept or used for any purpose other than agriculture is prohibited at all times.

· Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing is prohibited from 11 pm to 7 am the following day (9 am on Sunday).

· The operation of any construction equipment is prohibited from 7 pm to 7 am and all day Sunday and on Statutory Holidays.

Building By-Law – # -----
Clean Yards By-Law – # ----
This by-law states that “Every owner shall keep their premises clean of refuse.”  The definition of refuse means rubbish, debris or neglected material of any kind and includes: inoperative vehicles or machinery, derelict vessels, neglected furniture, garden refuse, earth or rock fill, decaying lumber, material from construction or demolition projects and any other vehicles, machinery, equipment, materials or structures not in use.

Pesticides and Fertilizers By-Law – #-----
The spreading and use of a pesticide or fertilizer is prohibited in the Municipality except as an insect repellent. There are some additional exceptions contained within the by-law. Fines can be as high as $10,000 for contravention of this by-law.

Bear Feeding By-Law – #-----
No person shall knowingly or willingly store or in any manner provide a bear access to food.  

By-Law Enforcement

The Township has By-Law Enforcement Officers who will respond to complaints communicated to their office. Each by-law has a penalty and if not noted specifically will follow the Provincial Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990.  Contact the Municipal Law Enforcement Officer by email at _________ or call ___________. For additional information, please consult the Township website at _________________.

Appendix B – Guide to Building Permits Process
WHAT IS A BUILDING PERMIT?
The Township/Municipality is responsible for enforcing Ontario’s Building Code and issues permits for the construction, renovation, demolition and certain changes of use of buildings, and for the installation, alteration, extension or repair of on-site sewage systems.


WHY DO YOU NEED TO OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT?
Building permits allow the township/municipality to protect the interest of both individuals and the community as a whole. By reviewing and approving building plans before any work is done, the municipality can ensure that buildings comply with:

· the Building Code, which sets standards for the design and construction of buildings to meet objectives such as health, safety, fire protection, accessibility and resource conservation,
· the Comprehensive Zoning By-law and other planning controls on buildings,
· other applicable legislation, including Ministry of Natural Resources approval and certain requirements under the Environmental Protection Act.

WHEN DO YOU NEED A BUILDING PERMIT?
[note: check with your local Building Department for local requirements]
You must obtain a building permit before you:

· construct any new building over ten square metres in area (if constructing a building under this size, be sure you meet the requirements of the Comprehensive Zoning By-law in regards to building use (for example a sleeping cabin must be greater than ten square metres), setbacks, lot coverage, etc.),
· make renovations or repairs or add to a building,
· excavate or construct a foundation,
· construct a seasonal building,
· install, alter, extend or repair an onsite sewage system.
Contact the Township/Municipal Building Department if you have any questions about when a building permit is required. Visit the T/M website: ____________________ or 

call __________________.

HOW DO YOU APPLY FOR A BUILDING PERMIT?
You can get an application for a building permit from the Township/Municipal website or office. It’s a good idea to talk to staff at the Township before you apply. The building department can tell you what information, drawings and plans you’ll have to include with the application and whether you’ll need any other permits or approvals.
CONSTRUCTION OF A BOATHOUSE OR DOCK 

Below are some links to assist in completing the provincial Application for Docks or Single Storey Boathouse Authorization(s) under the Public Lands Act: (https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/130239)
1. Visit the Township/Municipal website for information re:    
a. Permit Requirements and Application Processes 
b. Application for Docks or Single-Storey Boathouse Authorization(s) under the Public Lands Act

[insert any local Township/Municipal Bylaws here]
2. See what kinds of structures DO NOT require a permit under the Public Lands Act, as posted and updated by the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations, here: https://foca.on.ca/dock-permits/
3. Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)
Projects must avoid causing serious harm to fish. Find out if DFO needs to review your project: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
4. TRANSPORT CANADA
Navigable Protection Program Overview (Phone - 1-855-852-8320):
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-621.html
5. PARKS CANADA [if applicable to your area: Trent Severn Waterway/Rideau Canal]

Building Regulations governing the construction, alteration, maintenance, removal or demolition of buildings or structures along the Trent Severn Waterway or Rideau Canal.

First, review in-water and shoreline works policies, here: https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/docs/r/poli/page01 

Questions? Call: 1-888-773-8888 or email: information@pc.gc.ca 
6. Finding the LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE of your site/location for an application:
How to find your coordinates (Latitude and Longitude) using Google Maps:
· Open Google Maps.

· Right-click the place or area on the map for its coordinates (On a mobile device, touch and hold screen to display coordinates). 

· Select What's here?
· A card appears at the bottom of the screen with more info (including coordinates).
WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR APPLICATION?
The building department will review your application to confirm that the proposed work complies with the Building Code and other applicable laws set out in the Building Code, such as the Comprehensive Zoning By-law. Your application may be sent to other departments within the Township for comments.

Applications for a simple alteration or addition can be processed fairly quickly, but more complex proposals may take longer. The Building Code requires that a municipality review a permit application within a certain timeframe where the application meets the criteria set out in the Code. For example, the timeframe on a permit application for a house is 10 working days.  For a more complex building, such as a hospital, the timeframe is 30 working days. Within this timeframe, the Township must either issue the permit or refuse it with full reasons for denial.

In order to be issued a permit, proposed construction must comply with the Building Code and with the applicable laws (such as the zoning by-law) set out in the Building Code.  

If you need a zoning change or a minor variance from the zoning by-law, or if the proposed construction does not comply with the Building Code, a permit will not be issued until the zoning change or minor variance has been obtained, or the proposed construction complies with the Building Code. If your property is covered by a site plan control by-law, you will not get a building permit until the plans and drawings have been approved by the Township.

WHAT CAN YOU DO IF YOUR APPLICATION IS TURNED DOWN?
If the Township refuses your application, you will be told why. If you can’t resolve the problems with the Township, you have a few options for appealing the decision:
· If the problem relates to a technical requirement set out in the Building Code, you may apply to the Building Code Commission. The Building Code Commission is an independent adjudicative tribunal of the provincial government whose mandate is to hear disputes related to compliance with the technical requirements of the Building Code. If you wish to apply to the Building Code Commission for a hearing you can find the Building Code Commission’s application forms and their Guidelines, Policies and Procedures on the Building Code website (www.ontario.ca/buildingcode) under “Appeals and Approvals.”
· If the problem relates to compliance with other applicable laws, such as interpretation of the zoning by-law, you can appeal to a judge of the Superior Court of Justice, who will review the zoning by-law. You may want to talk to a lawyer first.

WHAT HAPPENS DURING CONSTRUCTION?
The Building Code sets out the stages of construction of which different types of buildings/ sewage systems require inspections. It is the responsibility of the permit holder to contact the Township for an inspection when the project is at the stages of construction set out in the Building Code. The Township’s building official is required to carry out the inspection within two working days of being notified. For construction of a sewage system, the inspector has five working days to conduct the inspection. During the inspection, a building inspector will inspect the work to determine if it is carried out in accordance with the Building Code, your permit and the approved plans. You will also be required to:

· show your permit in a window or other place where it can be easily seen,
· keep copies of the approved plans on site,
· tell the Township about any changes to the proposed construction, which will also have to be approved by the building department.
The inspector must always be able to see the work. If it’s different from the work that was approved and, unless you get permission for a revision to your plans, you will be told to correct it. If you don’t, the Township can take enforcement action, such as issuing orders authorized under the Building Code Act, 1992.
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT INSURANCE DURING CONSTRUCTION?

When constructing or renovating a cottage, insurance is an important piece of the puzzle that requires attention before the work begins. Designing a new cottage, or renovating an existing structure, involves many different aspects of construction. Many home and cottage insurance providers remove or significantly limit coverage on a dwelling that is under renovation or major construction. It is essential that you contact your insurance broker or agent before starting your project.
WHAT ABOUT A DEMOLITION?
Before you take down all or part of a building, you will have to apply to the Township for a demolition permit.


WHAT IF YOU WANT TO CHANGE A BUILDING’S USE?
If you want to change the way you use all or part of the building, you may need a change of use permit, even if you’re not planning any construction. A building evaluation may have to be done to make sure that the existing building can support the proposed use. Different uses have different Building Code requirements. Call the building department to find out whether you will need a change of use permit.


WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU CONTRAVENE THE BUILDING CODE ACT, 1992?
An individual who is charged and found guilty of an offence under the Building Code Act, 1992, such as building without a permit, can be fined up to $50,000 for a first offence and up to $100,000 for subsequent offences. For a corporation, a first offence could result in a maximum fine of $100,000 and $200,000 for subsequent infractions. Failure to comply with an order from the municipal building department is also an offence under the Building Code Act, 1992.
WHAT OTHER APPROVALS MAY BE REQUIRED?
In addition to the planning approvals and building permits which are required for a building project, other permits and approvals may be required in particular circumstances, for example from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, or the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. These approvals are considered applicable law. The applicable laws, which are set out in the Building Code, must be complied with, for the building permit to be issued.


HOW CAN YOU FIND OUT MORE?
For more information about land use planning within the Township/Municipality, please contact the planning department: ___________________________________.
For more information regarding the Ministry of Housing or the Ontario Building Code please click on the following links:

· Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing website:  www.ontario.ca/mah
· The Ontario Building Code website: www.ontario.ca/buildingcode
Appendix C  – Lake Association  By-Laws
[insert a copy of your current Association By-laws/Articles of Incorporation here]

Appendix D – Lake Plan
The following pages are direct copies from the Lake Plan, a living document of its own which resides outside of this package. 
[need help with this process? FOCA Members can reference the “Lake Planning Handbook,” a 65-page self-help guide with advice, ideas and support materials to help you with this process. This digital publication includes copies of other lake plans and many resources. Start here: 

https://foca.on.ca/lake-planning-handbook-overview/]  
~

[and/or other important information about your lake area can go in your welcome binder:]

· the physical environment, water levels information
· local amenities or sources of important information

· business directory/links to services
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Chapter 8-1





Chapter 8-2








� Check with your Township/Municipality and note here any Bylaws regarding the riding of ATVs.


� An MSVOL is issued by the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs in co-operation with the Ministry of Transportation. You must successfully pass a snowmobile driver training course to get a licence. 


� A pleasure craft licence is a document giving your boat a unique licence number that is valid for 10 years. The Pleasure Craft Licensing System allows Search and Rescue personnel to access information about your boat 24/7 and is required for all motorized boats with 10 hp. or more.
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BOAT TYPE AND LENGTH  
PERSONAL LIFESAVING 


APPLIANCES 
VISUAL SIGNALS VESSEL SAFETY EQUIPMENT  NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT  


•	Personal Watercraft (PWC) 1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for 
each person on board*


2.	 One (1) reboarding device 
(See Note 1)


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line  
at least 15 m (49’3”) long


4.	One (1) watertight flashlight 
OR  
Three (3) flares of type A,  
B or C 
(See Note 2)


5.	One (1) manual propelling 
device 
OR 
One (1) anchor and at least 
15 m (49’3”) of cable, rope or 
chain in any combination 


6.	One (1) bailer or manual  
bilge pump 
(See Note 3)


7.	 One (1) sound-signalling 
device or appliance 


8.	Navigation lights 
(See Note 4) 


9.	One (1) magnetic compass  
(See Note 5)


10.	One (1) radar reflector  
(See Note 6) 


11.	 One (1) 5BC fire extinguisher 


*If every person on board a personal watercraft is wearing a lifejacket or a PFD of an appropriate size, you are only required to carry:
.. 1) a sound-signalling device;
.. 2) a watertight flashlight or three pyrotechnic distress signals other than smoke signals;
.. 3) a magnetic compass if the personal watercraft is navigated out of sight of navigation marks; and
.. 4) navigation lights if the personal watercraft is used after sunset or before sunrise or in periods of restricted visibility.


NOTE: Lifejacket or PFD must be inherently buoyant.


•	Sail and Power 
Boats up to 6 m (19’8”) 


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for 
each person on board 


2.	 One (1) reboarding device 
(See Note 1) 


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line 
at least 15 m (49’3”) long 


If boat is equipped with  
a motor


4.	One (1) watertight flashlight  
OR  
Three (3) flares of type  
A, B or C 
(See Note 2)


5.	One (1) manual propelling 
device  
OR  
One (1) anchor and at least 
15 m (49’3”) of cable, rope or 
chain in any combination 


6.	One (1) bailer or manual  
bilge pump 
(See Note 3)


7.	 One (1) sound-signalling 
device or appliance


8.	Navigation lights 
(See Note 4)


9.	One (1) magnetic compass 
(See Note 5)


10.	One (1) radar reflector  
(See Note 6) 


11.	 One (1) 5BC fire extinguisher 
if equipped with an inboard 
engine, a fixed fuel tank 
of any size, or a fuel-
burning cooking, heating or 
refrigerating appliance 


•	Sail and Power Boats over 
6 m and up to 9 m (19’8” 
- 29’6”) 


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for 
each person on board


2.	 One (1) reboarding device 
(See Note 1)


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line 
at least 15 m (49’3”) long 
OR 
One (1) lifebuoy attached to 
a buoyant line at least 15 m 
(49’3”) long


4.	One (1) watertight flashlight
5.	Six (6) flares of type A, B or C 


(See Note 2)


6.	One (1) manual propelling 
device 
OR 
One (1) anchor and at least 
15 m (49’3”) of cable, rope or 
chain in any combination


7.	 One (1) bailer or manual  
bilge pump  
(See Note 3)


8.	One (1) sound-signalling 
device or appliance


9.	Navigation lights  
(See Note 4)


10.	One (1) magnetic compass 
(See Note 5)


11.	One (1) radar reflector  
(See Note 6) 


12.	 One (1) 5BC fire extinguisher 
if equipped with a motor


13.	 One (1) 5BC fire extinguisher 
if equipped with a fuel-
burning cooking, heating or 
refrigerating appliance 
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BOAT TYPE AND LENGTH 
PERSONAL LIFESAVING 


APPLIANCES 
VISUAL SIGNALS  VESSEL SAFETY EQUIPMENT NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


• Sail and Power Boats over
9 m and up to 12 m 
(29’6” – 39’4”) 


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for
each person on board


2.	 One (1) reboarding device 
(See Note 1)


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line 
at least 15 m (49’3”) long


4.	One (1) lifebuoy attached to 
a buoyant line at least 15 m 
(49’3”) long


5.	One (1) watertight flashlight
6.	Twelve (12) flares of type 


A, B, C or D, not more than six 
(6) of which are of type D (See 
Note 2)


7.	 One (1) anchor and at least 
30 m (98’5”) of cable, rope or 
chain in any combination


8.	One (1) manual bilge pump 
(See Note 3) 
OR 
Bilge-pumping arrangements


9.	 One (1) sound-signalling 
device or appliance


10.	 Navigation lights 
(See Note 4)


11.	 One (1) magnetic compass 
(See Note 5)


12.	 One (1) radar reflector
(See Note 6) 


13.	 One (1) 10BC fire 
extinguisher if equipped 
with a motor


14.	 One (1) 10BC fire 
extinguisher if equipped 
with a fuel-burning cooking,
heating or refrigerating 
appliance 


• Sail and Power Boats over
12 m and up to 24 m 
(39’4” – 78’9”) 


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for
each person on board


2.	 One (1) reboarding device
(See Note 1) 


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line 
at least 15 m (49 ’3”) long


4.	One (1) lifebuoy equipped 
with a self-igniting light or 
attached to a buoyant line at 
least 15 m (49’3”) long


5.	One (1) watertight flashlight
6.	Twelve (12) flares of type A, B, 


C or D, not more than six (6) 
of which are of type D 
(See Note 2)


7.	 One (1) anchor and at least 
50 m (164’1”) of cable, rope 
or chain in any combination


8.	Bilge-pumping 
arrangements 


9.	 One (1) sound-signalling 
appliance. Two required if 
the boat is 20 m and over 
that meets the  applicable
standards set out in the 
Collision Regulations


10.	 Navigation lights 
(See Note 4)


11.	 One (1) magnetic compass 
that meets the requirements
set out in the Navigation
Safety Regulations 
(See Note 5)


12.	 One (1) radar reflector
(See Note 6) 


13.	 One (1) 10BC fire 
extinguisher at all of the 
following locations:
.. at each access to any 
space where a fuel-
burning cooking, heating 
or refrigerating appliance 
is fitted;
.. at the entrance to any 
accommodation space; and 
.. at the entrance to the 
machinery space.


14.	 One (1) axe
15.	 Two (2) buckets of at least


10 L each 


• Sail and Power Boats over
24 m (78’9”) 


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for
each person on board


2.	 One (1) reboarding device 
(See Note 1)


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line 
at least 30 m (98’5”) long


4.	Two (2) SOLAS lifebuoys, of 
which:
.. one (1) is attached to a 
buoyant line at least 30 m 
(98 ’5”) long; and
.. one (1) is equipped with a 
self-igniting light.


5.	Lifting harness with 
appropriate rigging


6.	One (1) watertight flashlight
7.	 Twelve (12) flares of type A, B, 


C or D, not more than six (6) 
of which are of type D 
(See Note 2)


8.	One (1) anchor and at least 
50 m (164’1”) of cable, rope or 
chain in any combination


9.	Bilge-pumping arrangements


10.	 Two (2) sound-signalling 
appliances that meets the 
applicable standards set out 
in the Collision Regulations


11.	 Navigation lights 
(See Note 4)


12.	 One (1) magnetic compass 
that meets the requirements
set out in the Navigation
Safety Regulations 
(See Note 5)


13.	 One (1) radar reflector
(See Note 6)


14.	 One (1) 10BC fire 
extinguisher at all of the 
following locations:
.. at each access to any 
space where a fuel-
burning cooking, heating 
or refrigerating appliance 
is fitted;
.. at the entrance to any 
accommodation space; and
.. at the entrance to the 
machinery space.


15.	 One (1) power-driven fire 
pump located outside the 
machinery space, with one 
fire hose and nozzle that can
direct water into any part of 
the boat


16.	 Two (2) axes
17.	 Four (4) buckets of at least


10 L each 



http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._1416/

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2005-134/

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2005-134/

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._1416/

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2005-134/








_1579939590.pdf


Note 1 – Reboarding Device 


A reboarding device is only required if the vertical height that a  
person must climb to reboard the boat from the water (freeboard) is  
over 0.5 m (1’8”).


Note 2 – Flares


Flares are not required for a boat that: 


•	 is operating on a river, canal or lake in which it can never be more than 
one (1) nautical mile (1.852 km) from shore; or 


•	has no sleeping quarters and is engaged in an official competition or in 
final preparation for an official competition. 


Note 3 – Bailer and Manual Bilge Pump


A bailer or manual bilge pump is not required for a boat that cannot 
hold enough water to make it capsize or a boat that has watertight 
compartments that are sealed and not readily accessible.


Note 4 – Navigation Lights


Navigation lights are only required if you operate the boat after sunset, 
before sunrise or in periods of restricted visibility (fog, falling snow, etc.).


Note 5 – Magnetic Compass


A magnetic compass is not required if the boat is 8 m (26’3”) or less and you 
operate it within sight of navigation marks. 


Note 6 – Radar Reflector


Radar reflectors are required for boats under 20 m (65’7”) and boats built of 
mostly non-metallic materials. A radar reflector is not required if: 


•	 the boat is used in limited traffic conditions, daylight and favourable 
environmental conditions, and where having a radar reflector is not 
essential to the boat’s safety; or 


•	 the small size of the boat or its operation away from radar navigation 
makes it impossible to install or use a radar reflector. 
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REMEMBER: Boating laws change from time to time, so make sure you 
have the most current information. If the SAFE BOATING GUIDE differs 
from the regulations, remember that it is always the current regulatory 
text that applies. To learn more about regulations, use the direct links in 
the CONTACT INFORMATION AND REFERENCES section of this guide.
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MINIMUM SAFETY EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS BY BOAT TYPE AND LENGTH 


NOTE: See page 19 for notes.


BOAT TYPE AND LENGTH 
PERSONAL LIFESAVING 


APPLIANCES 
VISUAL SIGNALS VESSEL SAFETY EQUIPMENT NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


•	Paddleboats


•	Watercycles


•	Sealed-Hull and Sit-on-Top 
Kayaks


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for 
each person on board*


2.	 One (1) reboarding device (See 
Note 1)


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line 
at least 15 m (49’3”) long


If boat is over 6 m
4.	One (1) watertight flashlight
5.	Six (6) flares of type  


A, B or C  
(See Note 2)


6.	One (1) bailer  
OR  
One manual bilge pump  
(See Note 3) 
OR 
Bilge-pumping arrangements 


7.	 One (1) sound-signalling 
device or appliance


8.	 Navigation lights 
(See Note 4)


9.	 One (1) magnetic compass 
(See Note 5)


10.	One (1) radar reflector  
(See Note 6) 


None 


*If everyone on board is wearing a lifejacket or a PFD of appropriate size, you are only required to carry 
.. 1) a sound-signalling device; and
.. 2) a watertight flashlight if the boat is used after sunset or before sunrise or in periods of restricted visibility.


•	Canoes


•	Kayaks


•	Rowboats


•	Rowing Shells


•	Other Human-Powered 
Boats 


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for 
each person on board


2.	 One (1) reboarding device  
(See Note 1)


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line 
at least 15 m (49’3”) long


If boat is over 6 m
4.	One (1) watertight  


flashlight
5.	Six (6) flares of type A, B or C 


(See Note 2)


6.	One (1) bailer  
OR   
One manual bilge pump  
(See Note 3) 
OR  
Bilge-pumping arrangements 


7.	 One (1) sound-signalling 
device or appliance


8.	 Navigation lights 
(See Note 4)


9.	 One (1) magnetic compass 
(See Note 5)


10.	One (1) radar reflector  
(See Note 6) 


None 


•	Sailboards


•	Kiteboards


1.	 One (1) lifejacket or PFD for 
each person on board*


2.	 One (1) reboarding device  
(See Note 1)


3.	One (1) buoyant heaving line  
at least 15 m (49’3”) long


None 5.	One (1) manual propelling 
device 
OR 
One (1) anchor and at least 
15 m (49’3”) of cable, rope or 
chain in any combination


6.	One (1) bailer or manual  
bilge pump  
(See Note 3)


7.	 One (1) sound-signalling 
device or appliance


8.	 Navigation lights 
(See Note 4)


9.	 One (1) magnetic compass 
(See Note 5)


10.	One (1) radar reflector  
(See Note 6) 


None 


*If everyone on board is wearing a lifejacket or a PFD of appropriate size, you are only required to carry :
.. 1) a sound-signalling device; and
.. 2) a watertight flashlight if the boat is used after sunset or before sunrise or in periods of restricted visibility.


NOTE: Kiteboarders and sailboarders should not wear a lifejacket or PFD that is fitted with an automatic inflator.










