
Special Webinar
Tuesday, April 14, 2020

Cottage Country Considerations & COVID-19

Welcome ~    The webinar will start @ 7:00pm 

NOTES:

• Turn on your computer audio

• Attendees are muted

• Find “CHAT” to send notes about 
technical problems

• Find “Q&A” to send questions to the 
presenter



FOCA Member Webinar

Cottage Country Considerations & COVID-19

Tuesday, April 14, 2020 @ 7:00pm

Image: Andy Metelka
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The presenter:

Terry Rees

FOCA Executive Director
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Share FOCA’s messages

Thank you to our 
member groups, 
for sharing these 
messages widely 
on social media

FOCA posts updates here:

https://foca.on.ca/covid-19-update-from-foca/

https://foca.on.ca/covid-19-update-from-foca/
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Our current situation
https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information

https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information
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Our current situation

https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/menu-eng.html

https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/menu-eng.html
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Associations in Action

• Buck Lake Boatilla for Camp Merrywood (Easter 
Seals)
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Associations in Action

• Gloucester Pool Cottagers Association 
Canoe for Cancer
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Taking Action
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Taking Action 

• Safe Cottage opening 

https://foca.on.ca/cottage-opening-tips/

https://foca.on.ca/cottage-opening-tips/
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What members are saying…

Posted on Facebook

April 6, 2020
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FOCA’s operations

The staff and Board of Directors continue to work,

at a distance
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Got a question? Search at:  foca.on.ca

& get on the 

FOCA Elert list

info@foca.on.ca
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FOCA Reports & Publications
foca.on.ca/publications
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Questions from Members

Our Association hosts many social and athletic 
events throughout the summer. 

What are other associations doing now about 
cancelling events? How far ahead?
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Crowe Lake Waterways 

Association Spring Newsletter, 

received digitally on April 4, 2020

What members are doing…

“…The print edition is being 

prepared right now but we are able 

to deliver the electronic version 

sooner and without worrying if our 

printer and Canada Post are still 

working. The email list was 

expanded to include all our members 

who had given us their email 

information so we could make sure 

we got it to you. …”
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Golden Lake & Bonnechere

River Property Owners 

Association

-postponing or cancelling in 

person events

“…Some of these decisions 

are difficult but we are acting 

in what we believe to be the 

best interests of the GLPOA

community…”

What members are doing…
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Questions from Members

Our AGM is held in July, as per our bylaws.

What happens if we cannot meet then?

If we hold a virtual meeting, what options do we 
have?
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Corporate governance

https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information

https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information
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Online tools to consider

Teleconference: Video meetings:

Exclusive FOCA Association 

rate: only 2.5¢ per minute per 

participant! 

To access this special rate: 

Email service@genint.com

or call 1-866-622-2966

and identify yourself as part 

of FOCA.

https://zoom.us/pricing

http://www.genint.com/
mailto:service@genint.com
https://zoom.us/pricing
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More tools 
https://foca.on.ca/lake-associations-in-action-a-video/

https://foca.on.ca/citizen-science-matters-a-video/

https://foca.on.ca/lake-associations-in-action-a-video/
https://foca.on.ca/citizen-science-matters-a-video/


Saturday, 

March 7, 2020

https://foca.on.ca/

lake-partner-program-overview/

FOCA Programming
The Lake Partner Program 

https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/


Saturday, 

March 7, 2020

Tentative 2020 Local Pilot Programs

Note that in 2018:

FOCA Programming
Aquatic Invasive Species Program



Saturday, 

March 7, 2020

FOCA Programming
Asian carps awareness and prevention

FOCA in partnership 

with DFO, and others

https://youtu.be/

2oCiwbrlAuc

https://youtu.be/2oCiwbrlAuc
https://youtu.be/2oCiwbrlAuc


Saturday, 

March 7, 2020

FOCA Programming
Cottage Succession Seminars

https://foca.on.ca/

cottage-succession/

with estate lawyer Peter Lillico

https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/
https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/
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Current concerns…

https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information

https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information
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Municipal councils

Meetings are moving online…
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Where to get more info

Subscribe to your 

municipal e-news 

for regional 

updates
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Where to get more info

Messages from your municipal partners:

April 1, 2020: Kushog Lake Property Owners 

Association Facebook Page - forwarded septic 

system tips from the Township of Algonquin 

Highlands

April 5, 2020: Big Bald Lake Cottagers 

Association Facebook Page - forwarded a 

warning message from the Mayor of the 

Municipality of Trent Lakes
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Things are changing…

• Electricity: time-of-use suspended

• MPAC: postponing new assessments

• Personal and property tax deadlines…
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Current concerns…

• https://www.mpac.ca/COVID19UpdatesourPartners

https://www.mpac.ca/COVID19UpdatesourPartners
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Current concerns…

https://foca.on.ca/electricity-pricing/

https://foca.on.ca/electricity-pricing/
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Current concerns…

https://foca.on.ca/

fire-safety-resources/

https://foca.on.ca/fire-safety-resources/
https://foca.on.ca/fire-safety-resources/
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Clearwater Beach Ratepayers 

Association member, Terry 

Sanderson, posted to Fabecook

on April 5th:

What members are doing…

“…A big thanks … 

for a cottage check 

and photos …”

Organizing property checks for those at a distance:
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Our current situation
https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information

https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information
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Current concerns…

https://foca.on.ca/high-water-flood-events-in-cottage-country/

https://foca.on.ca/high-water-flood-events-in-cottage-country/
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A 2-page handout from 

Volunteer Canada

Click here to download 
the 2 page PDF

Volunteer tips for future events

https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/The-Volunteer-checklist-Volunteering-during-COVID-19.pdf
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Questions from Members

With input from:

Ross Fraser

Cade Associates 
Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Ross and Terry at the FOCA AGM 

&Spring Seminar, March 7, 2020

http://cadeinsurance.com/contact-us/
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Questions from Members

Our Association usually marks rock hazards 
beginning around mid-May. The person who 
usually does this lives at a distance and won’t 
be travelling until the restrictions are lifted… 
whenever that happens.

What is our liability, and how do we reduce it? 
What and how do we communicate the change 
in schedule?



FOCA Members’ Webinar Cottage Country Considerations & COVID-19        April 14, 2020

Questions from Members

Playground equipment / common land owned 
by the Association has been roped off with 
caution tape to indicate they are closed and 
members have been notified. 

What else do we need to do?
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Resources from/for  Members

IISD ELA: 

https://iisd.org/ela/educational-resources/ela-research-
videos/

Maple Beech and Cameron Lakes: 

“Planet Haliburton” https://canoefm.com/planet-
haliburton/

20 years of Nature’s Best Photography:  
https://youtu.be/cdG2d46fPh8

2019 Audubon Photography Awards: 
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/summer-2019/the-
2019-audubon-photography-awards-winners

https://iisd.org/ela/educational-resources/ela-research-videos/
https://canoefm.com/planet-haliburton/
https://youtu.be/cdG2d46fPh8
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/summer-2019/the-2019-audubon-photography-awards-winners
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FOCA updates

FOCA posts updates here:

https://foca.on.ca/covid-19-update-from-foca/

https://foca.on.ca/covid-19-update-from-foca/
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Get folks on the Elert list

https://bit.ly/FOCAelert50K
>50,000 

subscribers

>9,636Today:

Our 

Goal:

https://bit.ly/FOCAelert50K
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More webinars to come

• Getting involved in planning your communities’ future

• Tracking the changes in your community via the ERO

• Proactive municipal engagement

• Lessons in Nature 

• Firesmart and emergency preparedness
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Thank you for your support

https://feedontario.ca/

https://feedontario.ca/
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Looking out for ourselves / each other

https://cmha.ca/

https://kidshelpphone.ca/

https://cmha.ca/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
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Thank you for your support

• funding uncertainties

• new expenses (webinars like this one)

Please share your extra support if you are able:

https://foca.on.ca/foca-supporters/

https://foca.on.ca/member-services/foca-supporters/
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Waterfront Ontario:

We’re in this, together




