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LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM: 25 YEARS OF VOLUNTEER MONITORING!

Mission: To foster interest and promote stewardship of water
quality across Ontario, and maintain a long-term data set on water
quality in inland lakes.

* Eachyear, over 600 volunteers collect water
samples and record water clarity in 550 lakes at over
850 sampling locations

* Volunteers send water samples to Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
chemistry lab for analyses

Largest volunteer-
based water quality
monitoring program

. . of its kind in Canada
* Data are available online

* Data used to assess and report on water quality

across Ontario ®
.-.
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LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM: 25 YEARS OF VOLUNTEER MONITORING!
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LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM SAMPLING LIFE CYCLE
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WHAT THE LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM MEASURES

Total Phosphorus (TP) Water clarity (gf"(l:gizl('u')g) (gll:!:gfzi(gg)
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Ontario Lakes organisms levels across

the province
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Applied Economics, 2014 % Routledge
Vol. 46, No. 10, 1122-1126, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00036846.2013.851778 e franc G

Water quality and cottage prices in
Ontario

Julia Clapper” and Steven B. Caudill™**

“AutoZone, Memphis, USA

hﬂepaﬂmmr of Economics, Rhodes College, 38112-1690 Memphis, USA
“University of Sassari, Sassari, Italy

4 ubwrn Uni versity, Auburn, AL 36849, USA

Prices rise by ~6% for every meter increase in water clarity



GOAL: MORE YELLOW DOTS (LONG-TERM VOLUNTEERS)
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IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUOUS LONG-TERM MONITORING

Take Lake Tahoe, U.S.A. for example...

1965

1970

1975

1980

1985

1990

1995

2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Long-term data
collection is essential
to get an accurate
picture of how water
quality is changing.




HOW LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM DATA ARE BEING USED
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HOW LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM DATA ARE BEING USED

 In academic research:
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HOW LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM DATA ARE BEING USED

eutrophic

Average TP Concentrations

Oligotrophic (0-10 pg /L)

Mesotrophic (10-20 pg /L)

* By the governmentto  mesotrophic
assess and report on
water quality in lakes

. Eutrophic (>20 pg/L)

across Ontario oligotrophic
’:Jﬁf{ o
* To evaluate 1 s o g
development criteria
for the Provincial For 466 Ontario inland lakes in 2010-2014: I

Lakeshore Capacity - .
93% met the Provincial Water Quality
Model Objective of < 20 pg/L TP




HOW LAKE PARTNER PROGRAM DATA IS BEING USED

» By the lake partners and associations!

.. ] ] i The Lake Partner
* Individuals interested in the health of their lake and Program

seeking to make informed property decisions
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« Associations monitoring trends and engaging lake communities
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Access LPP data here:

Ontario Lake Partner - Datasets -
Ontario Data Catalogue
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Federation of Ontario Cottagers” Associations
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Map: Lake partner | Ontario.ca The Lake Partner Program (foca.on.ca)

Average Concentration of Total Phosphorus (ug/
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https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/LPP-Long-Report_FINAL-REPORT.pdf
https://data.ontario.ca/dataset/ontario-lake-partner
https://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/map-lake-partner
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m Over 600 volunteer Lake Partners and over 500 lake associations M

~~~~ Sampling over 550 lakes at more than 850 sites @

I N L

than half-a-million dollars of in-kind field research each year

Q With 25 years of data collected
% And we are gearing up to do it all again Spring 2021!

@ Contributing over 2,600 hours of volunteer time, and more $



To all the Lake Partner volunteers: é

Thank you for dedicating your time
to collect this invaluable data and
protect Ontario’s precious lakes!

Thank you for —
| looking out for us, - '
.| Lake Partners!

%Y 1-800-470-8322
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