
2024 FOCA - FireSmart webinar

Wed. May 22, 2024

Welcome! 
We will begin 

at noon

A FOCA Lunch ‘n Learn webinar:

Experiencing technical difficulties? Exit Zoom completely and re-enter using your link

FireSmart Tips for the 2024 Ontario Cottage Season 
Increase your property's resilience to wildland fire
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Land Acknowledgement
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Zoom 
Tech 

Overview

Michelle 
Lewin

FOCA Manager of 
Communications & 

Development
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2. Slides & recording 
        will be shared in a post-event email later this week

1. You are muted
> type questions for the speaker into the 
Zoom “Chat” box during the presentation

Notes:
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60+ years
525+ associations
50,000+ families

If you’re in a 
Member Association, 

YOU are a 
FOCA member!

foca.on.ca/list-of-associations/

FOCA is:
the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations

https://foca.on.ca/list-of-associations/
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FOCA’s Work 
on behalf of Waterfront Ontario

foca.on.ca/about/ 

https://foca.on.ca/about/
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foca.on.ca/benefits/

FOCA Member Benefits include…
Key service offerings for

your Association:
Plus, offers & discounts for 

all your Member families:

Need your Member Web Login?
Do your fellow members know about 
all their FOCA member benefits? Email us: info@foca.on.ca

foca.on.ca/association-bmps/

https://foca.on.ca/benefits/
mailto:info@foca.on.ca
https://foca.on.ca/association-bmps/
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Attend FOCA Events:

foca.on.ca/
cottage-succession/

foca.on.ca/events/

https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/
https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/
https://foca.on.ca/events/
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foca.on.ca/
property-taxation-assessment/

The Value of FOCA: 
Advocacy, Voice, Network

HOT TOPIC: Capital Gains Tax

https://foca.on.ca/property-taxation-assessment/
https://foca.on.ca/property-taxation-assessment/


2024 FOCA - FireSmart webinar

Ongoing Environmental Programs

foca.on.ca/isampleon/

foca.on.ca/phragmites/

foca.on.ca/carps/

foca.on.ca/
lake-partner-program/

https://foca.on.ca/phragmites/
https://foca.on.ca/carps/
https://foca.on.ca/
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The Value of FOCA: 
Advocacy, Communication, Education
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Print & Video 
Publications
signs, brochures, reports…

foca.on.ca/
publications-videos/

https://foca.on.ca/publications-videos/
https://foca.on.ca/publications-videos/
https://foca.on.ca/shoreline-owners-guide-to-healthy-waterfronts/
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Resources 
for those who are new to the waterfront
(or just spending more time there)

foca.on.ca/cottage/

https://foca.on.ca/cottage/
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Emergency Preparedness 
in Rural Areas

foca.on.ca/
emergency-preparedness/

https://foca.on.ca/emergency-preparedness/
https://foca.on.ca/emergency-preparedness/


FireSmart and Your Community
Shayne McCool – Fire Advisor Northeast Region

Aviation Forest Fire and Emergency Services

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
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The FireSmart Focus is structural ignition prevention

FireSmart Strategy for Wildland Fire Protection

We’re aiming to 

prevent structures 

from burning, not 

to eliminate 

wildland fires.



During his presentation, 
Shayne played two videos; 

here are the links to watch them:

VIDEO: Ember Storm Test
https://youtu.be/IvbNOPSYyss?si=hAkVVmVtUPBgMNFk

VIDEO: Your Home Can Survive a Wildfire
https://youtu.be/vL_syp1ZScM?si=Qel6tP5LMFD11zHC

https://youtu.be/IvbNOPSYyss?si=hAkVVmVtUPBgMNFk
https://youtu.be/vL_syp1ZScM?si=Qel6tP5LMFD11zHC
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GOOD NEWS!

FireSmart Strategy for Wildland Fire Protection

A relatively small amount of fuel 

reduction in the ignition zone 

decreases structure ignitability.

Even in high intensity crown fires!
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Wildland Urban Interface Research Science

• Research shows that:

• 85 – 90% of homes without flammable roofs and

10 to 20m of clearance survive major

wildfires.

• Big flames are NOT the problem

• It’s the little things that ignite homes.

• Embers account for over half of all

home ignitions
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Fuel Modified Areas

Fuel Treatment of 

Forest

Untreated Forest Area

Wind DirectionFire drops from crowns to surface 

then hits fuel free area and slows.
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Scan from Top to Bottom - What to Look For:

• Factor 1 - Roof Material:

+

▪ Combustibility – rated or unrated

• Factor 2 - Roof Cleanliness:

• Factor 3 - Eaves, Vents + Soffits:

▪ Accumulated litter, moss and 

overhanging branches sustain 

ignition.

▪ Openings allow embers, heat, 

and flames to enter.

▪ Vinyl soffits melt
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Scan from Top to Bottom of the Structure:

• Factor 4 - Exterior Walls:

▪ Combustibility varies, embers may lodge.

▪ May melt and expose inner combustibles.

• Factor 5 - Balcony/Deck/Fence:

▪ Flammability, where will embers 

accumulate.

▪ If the deck ignites, so will the home 

• Factor 6 - Windows and Doors:

▪ Variable resistance to heat fracture/collapse. 

▪ Potential entry point for embers, radiant heat.
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Scan Outwards from the Foundation:

• Factor 7 - Nearby Combustibles:

▪ Firewood, window boxes, furniture, 

scrap lumber, fences

▪ Generates embers + heat

▪ Leads to home ignition

• Factor 8 – Setback from edge of slope:

▪ Causes vulnerability to convective 

flame and embers rising from below

▪ Flame length may exceed setback 

from crest
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Scan Outwards: Vegetation (Fuel)

• Horizontal fire spread

• Vertical fire spread (ladders)           

• ALL vegetation (ornamental + natural) in the Home Ignition 

Zone

o Fuel Load (amount of fuel)

o Fuel Size

o Moisture characteristics

o Fuel Continuity

• How is fire behavior and building exposure affected by:
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1. Fuel removal

2. Fuel reduction

3. Fuel conversion

Vegetation Management Strategies

Before

After
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• The Immediate Zone is a fuel 

free zone.

• Creates an environment that 

will not sustain a surface fire.

• No chance for direct flame 

contact; limit radiant heat.

• Fuel removal + conversion are 

the principal strategies.

Vegetation Management Objective: Immediate Zone
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Choose 
Fire Resistance:

✓ Deciduous trees and shrubs

✓ Plants that:

o retain water well.

o have low fuel volume.

o are short – low growing

o succulent ground covers

o non-resinous - less volatile

✓ Rock / gravel

Rather 

Than 

Flammability:

×Junipers, cedars, 
conifers

×Plants that:

o are needle-bearing

o dry out quickly

o have prolific foliage

×Long, cured grasses

×Combustible bark mulch

FireSmart Landscaping Choices  =  Conversion
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• Create an environment that 

only supports fire of lower 

intensity and rate of spread.

• Fuel reduction, removal and 

conversion are the principal 

strategies.

Vegetation Management Objective: Intermediate 

Zone
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• Create an environment that will reduce a wildland fire’s 

intensity once it enters this zone

• Understory thinning to reduce laddering into mature canopy

• Prune conifers to 2 meters and space them 3m appart

After Thinning

Vegetation Management: Extended Zone

2 m

Before Thinning
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✓ Keep trees pruned and spaced. 

✓ Remove dead branches.

✓ Thin encroaching conifers.

✓ Periodically thin shrubs.

✓ Mow lawn regularly.

✓ Remove surface litter annually.

Maintaining FireSmart Vegetation in the Ignition 

Zone
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Conducting Assessments

There are no guarantees but:

• Effective Home Ignition Zone 

treatment dramatically increases 

home survival chances

• You are not helpless, simple 

mitigations can make a BIG 

difference!



WILDFIRE COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS DAY

• $500 Grant Available

• Application window from 

November 1 – January 31

• Host a FireSmart Event 

Between October and May

• Open to Anyone

• www.FireSmartcanada.ca

http://www.firesmartcanada.ca/


Local FireSmart Committee

• Recruit others from the 

neighbourhood/community 

which can include:
• Homeowners and residents

• Fire Professionals

• Land Managers

• Planners

• Members of other interest groups



FireSmart Canada Education and Resources
• FireSmartCanada.ca

• FireSmart 101

• FireSmart Begins at Home Manual

• FireSmart Guide to Landscaping 
Neighbourhood Recognition Program

• Home Ignition Zone Self Assessment 
and poster

• FireSmart Last Minute Checklist

• FireSmart Home Development Guide

• Wildfire-resilience best-practice 
checklist for home construction

• FireSmart Fact Sheets 
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Community Wildland Fire Protection Plans 

(CWPP)

5-Step Planning Process

1) Identify Stakeholders

2) Describe the community

3) Infrastructure and 
Property Assessment

4) Wildland Fire Mitigation

5) Wildland Fire Response

This plan will also utilize 
support mapping and 
statistical products



22

Mapping and Statistical Products

• Fire history map at a 30km radius

• Fire history statistic, data includes:

• Fire number

• Fire year

• Fire genre (Lightning, recreation, RWY etc.)

• Fire start and out date

• Final fire size

• Fire hazard classification map

• Satellite imagery

• Values map

























2024 FOCA - FireSmart webinar

Questions?

&
Q

A

Additional Resources:
https://foca.on.ca/fire-safety/

https://foca.on.ca/fire-safety/
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Register for our next webinar:

Wed. June 5, 2024
7:00pm – 8:30pm

REGISTER HERE

FOCA Cottage Succession - Tax Strategies

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AoPeSymHSHKJwxL49aTpAg
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Got questions? Search here: foca.on.ca

While you’re 
there, join 
over 20,000 
FOCA Elert
subscribers!

info@foca.on.ca

mailto:info@foca.on.ca


2024 FOCA - FireSmart webinar

For waterfront 
Ontario

“Friends of FOCA” are 
our valued annual 

supporters.
Please share your extra 
support if you are able:

foca.on.ca/friend

https://foca.on.ca/friend
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You’ll be taken to the Event Survey.

Later this week you’ll receive an email with:
  > a PDF copy of these slides & link to the recording

As you exit…
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Thank you!
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