
Welcome to FOCA’s “Ask the Expert” series – “Passing the Torch.” Each month, estate 
lawyer Peter Lillico will answer a member question about cottage succession. 
 

November 2025 – QUESTION from Eric G: 
 

I have a question regarding non-Canadian resident ownership 
of cottage property. 
 
We have a cottage that has been in the family for close to 
100 years,  it is time for it to pass to the third generation 
owners (which are already in the deed with rights of 
survivorship) and I’m wondering how to remove the names of 
the deceased from the deed and, also, how best to set it up 
now in preparation to pass on to the 4th generation. 

 
 
Peter says… Here is the answer to Eric’s question: 
 

The removal of the name of a deceased joint owner is straightforward and relatively 
inexpensive from a legal cost point of view.  It involves asking a lawyer to prepare and 
register a Survivorship Application.  This provides proof of the death of the deceased 
owner and results in the title then showing only the remaining living owners. 
 
I hope this helps, 
 
Peter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about cottage succession, register to attend an upcoming FOCA event 
with Peter Lillico, or purchase access to a recording of one of his past talks or the NEW 

US & Canadian Cottage Succession Tax Planning VIDEO: https://foca.on.ca/cottage-
succession 

https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/#buy
https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/#buy

