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[replace sections in highlight with your personal information, copy & paste to submit online using the form at: https://ero.ontario.ca/comment/reply/node/15034/comment or email to: ca.office@ontario.ca and copy:]
cc.
Premier Doug Ford premier@ontario.ca 
Minister of Environment Conservation and Parks, Todd McCarthy minister.mecp@ontario.ca 
Marit Stiles, Leader of the NDP MStiles-QP@ndp.on.ca 
Mike Shreiner, Leader of the Green Party mschreiner-co@ola.org 
Bonnie Crombie, Leader of the Liberal Party bonnie@ontarioliberal.ca 
Local Mayors and Councils ____
FOCA info@foca.on.ca


Re: ERO #025-1257 - Proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities
[We are/I am] opposed to the scope and scale of the proposed boundary changes being proposed for [name of CA/Conservation Authorities across Ontario]. 
[Provide a sentence about your organization, location, and/or your personal interest in this topic.]
Conservation Authorities (CAs) are a valued local presence that provide key stewardship, parks, trails and educational activities, in addition to flood management and regulatory functions, so essential to keeping our area safe. 
A regional CA model will diminish the CA partnerships and local presence on the ground. 
If, as the province asserts, this is about consistency and improved customer service across boundaries, there are many other options available that would be faster to implement and likely more cost effective, while supporting local needs. This level of disruption and distraction suggests that the province is seeking an excuse to dismantle a system that has been in place for almost 80 years rather than work with the parties affected to support their stated objective of faster housing development. 
We do not think that there can be a successful amalgamation of that many conservation authorities. Some thoughtful and consultative options may benefit smaller or under resourced CAs but should be done with those CAs and their municipalities. The province should:
· Carry out intensive consultations with all parties before introducing a one-size-fits-all approach to this proposal
· Maintain local presence
· Maintain municipal appointments to the boards based on population
· Maintain local naming of parks and facilities
· Ensure municipal funds are allocated to their local watersheds
· Increase provincial funding to CAs to ensure that they can carry out the work the province requires of them.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
[your NAME/SIGNATURE]
